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“Peace with God” 

Sermon Notes 
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Introduction: How are you feeling? 

• How are you feeling? 

o How are you really feeling? 

o With everything going on in the world around us, many of us are probably 

feeling at least a little bit anxious. 

▪ We’re worried about our job security or our health or what the future 

holds. 

o And many today probably feel tired and exhausted, worn out by the constant 

struggles—the constant changes—of the last few weeks. 

▪ Maybe you’re a healthcare worker or an educator who has been 

working long hours under extra stress 

▪ Maybe you’re a parent who is juggling the responsibilities of working 

from home and looking after kids at the same time 

o And if we’re honest, some of us today may even feel a little bit grumpy and 

frustrated 

▪ We’re not used to being cooped up inside for three weeks in a row 

▪ And we love our families, we really do, but the house just seems to 

keep getting smaller and smaller and smaller 

o And today in particular, in addition to all those other emotions, on this Good 

Friday, many of us are probably feeling reflective 

▪ As we look back, as we consider and remember the death of Jesus 

Christ, God’s own Son 

• But friends, whatever you’re feeling today 

o Whether it’s worry or tiredness or somber reflection 

o Here in the passage in front of us this morning, here in Romans 5 

▪ The apostle Paul tells us, he reminds us that amid all the other 

emotions of life 

• We as Christians can have deep and lasting joy 

• Amid all the other things we may feel 

o Amid all the craziness in the world around us 

▪ We as Christians have an unshakeable reason to rejoice 

• A reason that’s rooted in the historical events of Good Friday 

2000 years ago 

• A reason that centres on Jesus Christ and His work 

o In fact, Paul’s message in this passage, the message for us this Good Friday 

▪ The message amid all the ups and downs of Covid-19 is simply this: 

• Rejoice, because through Jesus Christ, we have peace with God 

o This morning, we’ll look at this passage and the message it gives us in three 

main parts. 

▪ First: Rejoice 

▪ Second: Through Jesus Christ 

▪ Third: Peace with God 
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I. Rejoice (vv2-5, 11) 

• Three separate times in our passage, Paul uses this little word “rejoice.” 

o And at least two of the reasons Paul gives us for Christian joy—they probably 

make sense to us 

▪ First, in v2, he says we rejoice in hope 

▪ Then, down in v11, he tells us we rejoice in God Himself 

• But in between, in v3, Paul gives us a really surprising reason for joy 

o “Not only that,” Paul says, “but we rejoice in our sufferings.” 

o We rejoice in our sufferings?! 

▪ Really?! 

o Rejoice in God 

▪ Yes, of course 

o Rejoice in hope? 

▪ Sure 

o But, rejoice in sufferings? 

▪ Doesn’t this run opposite to everything the world tells us? 

• How can Paul possibly tell us to rejoice even in our sufferings? 

• Well, in vv3-4, he gives us the answer 

o “[Because we know] that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope” 

o  In other words, Christians don’t rejoice in suffering because we love pain 

▪ We don’t rejoice in suffering because hardship and trial are inherently 

good in and of themselves 

o No, we rejoice in suffering, simply because God accomplishes something 

through our suffering 

▪ We rejoice in suffering because God uses difficulty and trial to teach 

us endurance, to grow our character, to deepen our hope 

• Sometimes when I was a child, my parents would give me chores that I really didn’t 

enjoy doing 

o Kids—maybe some of you can relate 

o One of my least favourite chores was picking up tree branches in the yard 

o We had lots of trees around our house, and before we could cut the grass, we 

had to pick up the branches that had fallen 

▪ And I absolutely hating doing it 

o But sometimes, when I was really complaining about it, my parents would just 

look at me and say: “Tim, it builds character.” 

▪ And you know, as much as I don’t like to admit it, my parents were 

right 

o Because even though I hating picking up sticks, doing it taught me 

perseverance and hard work 

▪ It taught me some tasks have to be done even though we don’t enjoy 

them 

▪ And those are lessons I wouldn’t have learned if I just sat in my room 

and played games 

o Suffering produces character 

• And it’s at least a little bit like that here—only in a much, much, much more profound 

way 

o Because the truth is, when times are good 

▪ When our health and our job and our future seems secure 
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▪ When we can freely hug our family and see our friends and hop on a 

plane and buy groceries without ever stopping to think about it 

o It is easy to lose our focus and dependence and thankfulness to God 

▪ When everything’s going well, it is easy to foolishly imagine that we 

are self-sufficient 

• But when suffering comes 

o When a global pandemic strikes 

▪ When our worlds are turned upside down 

o When some of us begin to lose our jobs or our livelihoods or our savings 

▪ When we’re worried about our health or our loved ones 

▪ When we don’t know how we will pay next week’s bills 

• Then in the middle of our suffering, God, in His grace, builds our character 

o Because when tomorrow is so uncertain, we learn to rely on Him even more 

day by day and moment by moment 

o When we can’t hug our grandparents or see our friends, we appreciate the 

body of Christ even more 

▪ When we have to watch a sermon on a computer screen, we long for 

the joy of corporate worship 

o And as we see the horrifying death tolls from the virus all around us, maybe 

we are even jarred awake to the eternal destinies of a lost and dying world 

• Brothers and sisters, the virus situation is terrible—yes, it is 

o We long and we pray for it to end—yes, we do 

o We don’t know everything God is doing—that’s true 

o But hear this very carefully: this has not taken God by surprise 

▪ And our suffering now—yes right now—it is part of God’s sovereign 

plan 

o And as we respond in faith 

▪ As we cling to God’s Word and trust in His promises 

o Then, as Christians, we still have reason to rejoice 

▪ Not because we are happy with the chaos around us 

▪ But simply because we know, because God has promised us that even 

in the middle of suffering 

• He is building our character 

o And He is deepening our hope 

• I don’t know about you, but when things are comfortable, it’s tempting for me not just 

to think I’m self-sufficient but to imagine that this world is my ultimate home 

o But when suffering strikes, you and I are forced to re-examine our deepest 

hope 

▪ Because, Paul tells us, suffering produces endurance, endurance 

character, and character hope 

o When you and I use the word “hope,” we often use it to express something we 

want, something we wish would happen 

▪ But something we can’t really control 

o We might say, “I hope this virus ends soon.” 

▪ But really, it’s out of our control 

o I might say, “I’m hoping for a baby boy.” 

▪ But really, I have no say in the gender of our child. 

o But in the Bible, the word “hope” is much stronger than that. 

▪ It’s not just an empty wish about something that may or may not 

happen 
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▪ No, it is a sure and certain confidence in something that definitely will 

take place. 

o And the hope that Paul is talking about here 

▪ The hope that he tells us in v5 will not disappoint us 

o It’s the hope of God’s glory 

▪ The sure and certain reality of Christ’s return 

▪ The promise that one day—beyond the sufferings of this life—you and 

I and all who trust in Jesus Christ will behold God’s glory in the new 

heavens and the new earth 

• And brothers and sisters, no matter how bad things may get now 

o No matter how many new cases are reported on the news tonight 

o As Christians, we have a sure and certain hope 

▪ The hope, the promise, the reality that God is at work within us even in 

the middle of our suffering 

▪ And the promise that one day, we will enjoy the glory of unbroken 

fellowship with our King 

• And dear friends, because of that we can have real joy, we can truly rejoice 

o Even at times like this 

• But maybe you’re thinking, “Tim, that sounds nice.” 

o “But how can I be sure that it’s really true?” 

▪ How can I be sure of anything when the government regulations 

change every day and the sharemarkets drop every hour? 

▪ How can I rejoice when the truth is I don’t feel God’s love and I don’t 

understand God’s plan? 

o Well, Paul answers those questions by pointing us to the work of Jesus Christ 

on Good Friday 2000 years ago 

▪ It’s our second point this morning 

• First, rejoice 

• But now: Because through Jesus Christ 

II. Because Through Jesus Christ (vv6-8) 

• One of my favourite books is A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

o If you’ve never read the book, it’s the story of a man named Charles Darnay 

▪ Darnay is married to the love of his life, he is starting a new family 

o But with the French Revolution is raging all around them, Darnay is arrested 

on false charges. 

▪ He is sentenced to death. 

▪ His young love, his young family seems destined to end in tragedy. 

• But just when all hope seems lost, another man enters the scene: Sydney Carton 

o And as an expression of love for Darnay’s family, at the very end of the book, 

at the very last minute Sydney switches places with Darnay 

▪ Sydney goes to the guillotine 

▪ He lays down his life, he takes the death sentence that was meant for 

his friend 

• It’s an inspiring tale 

o And it’s a vision of self-sacrifice that we see in the world around us even now 

▪ In doctors who risk their health to care for virus victims 

▪ In soldier who lay down their life for the country they love 

• And it’s this kind of self-sacrificial love that Paul is speaking about here in v7. 
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o He says, “One will rarely die for a righteous person—though perhaps [maybe 

for a friend or for a country you love] for a good person someone may dare 

even to die.” 

• But as inspiring as that kind of loving sacrifice is 

o God’s love is entirely different, entirely better than that 

o Because contrary to what you and I so often think 

▪ We are not by nature pretty good people 

o No, look at how Paul describes us here 

▪ He says v6: we were weak 

• That is, helpless 

o Completely unable to save ourselves 

▪ V6 again: we were ungodly 

▪ V8: we were sinners, rebels against God 

▪ V10: we were enemies of God Himself 

o But God shows His own love for us in this, that while we were sinners, Christ 

died for the weak, for the ungodly 

▪ Christ died for us 

o Yes, someone might die for their friends 

▪ Someone might die for their country 

• But who would die for their enemies? 

• But brothers and sisters, on Good Friday 2000 years ago, on a hill outside of 

Jerusalem 

o That is exactly what Jesus did for us. 

o On Good Friday, Jesus went to the cross 

▪ Jesus took the penalty for our sins in our place 

▪ Jesus bore the unmitigated wrath of God 

▪ Jesus drank the cup to the dregs 

▪ Jesus suffered and died—for weak, helpless, ungodly, sinners like us 

• We who were God’s enemies 

• So, how can we be sure that God loves us? 

o What can we do on those days, in those months when we don’t really feel 

God’s love? 

▪ Where can we turn when our super is plummeting and our bank 

account is drying up and the virus seems out of control and we you 

don’t really sense any joy? 

o Well, here in Romans 5, Paul tells us again and again to look in faith in Jesus 

Christ 

o And no matter what you’re feeling today 

▪ Whether you’re anxious or tired or confused or sad 

o Know this: on Good Friday, at the cross of Christ 

▪ God has demonstrated His love for sinners like us 

o And amid all the uncertainty of this world, even amid a global pandemic, 

God’s love is certain 

▪ He has proved it to us in the death of His own Son 

• And that gives us an unshakeable reason to rejoice 

• But in the closing verses of our passage, Paul gives us one more reason for joy 

o He explains the difference that Jesus’ death on Good Friday all those years 

ago makes for us now and for eternity 

o It’s our final point this morning 

▪ Rejoice 
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▪ Because through Jesus Christ 

▪ We have peace with God, now and forever 

III. Peace with God (vv1-2, 9-11) 

• If you turn a diamond in the light, you’ll see many different angles to it 

o Different aspects of its beauty 

o And here in our passage, it’s a little like Paul is turning the diamond 

▪ Showing us different angles, different perspectives of the multi-

faceted, the beautiful work of Jesus 

o And to show us these different angles, the different results of Christ’s work, 

Paul uses a few different words 

• The first word he uses is “justified” 

o It’s back in v1 

▪ “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith” 

o And in almost identical language down in v9 

▪ “Since, therefore we have been justified by his blood” 

• And justified or justification, they’re not words we use very often 

o Justified probably not a word that you throw around in normal conversation at 

the dinner table 

o But at its heart, justification is a legal term 

▪ It means that the Judge declares you righteous, holy, upright 

• And what makes this so incredible is that previously, apart from Jesus Christ, you and 

I stood “guilty” before God the Judge 

o As Paul reminded us, we were helpless 

▪ We were ungodly 

• We were sinners 

o We were enemies of the King 

o But for everyone who trusts in Christ 

▪ On the cross, Jesus took the full punishment, the full judicial penalty 

for our sin 

▪ On the cross, Jesus Christ bore the wrath of God in full 

o And through faith in Christ, God declares us “not guilty,” “innocent,” 

“forgiven” 

▪ Even more than that, through Jesus Christ, God declares us righteous 

• But as amazing as that is, there’s another side to the diamond 

o Another reason to rejoice 

▪ Another result of Christ’s work 

• It’s peace with God 

• Look back at v1 

o “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God.” 

o And down in vv10-11, Paul makes the same point using the word 

“reconciliation” 

▪ V10: “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God” 

▪ V10 again: “Now that we are reconciled” 

▪ The end of v11: “Through Christ, we have now received 

reconciliation” 

o And if reconciliation sounds like a big word, it’s really just another word for 

peace 
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▪ Reconciliation is especially the restoring, the healing of a broken 

relationship 

• Over the last few weeks, many of us have been cooped up in our house for days on 

end 

o And after awhile, some of us may have even had a slight disagreement with 

someone in our family 

▪ And when that happens, our relationship can feel strained and damaged 

o But hopefully, sooner or later, we ask for forgiveness 

o And when we forgive each other after a fight, we are reconciled to one another 

▪ Our strained relationship is fixed 

• And here in Romans 5, Paul tells us that Jesus’ death on Good Friday secures 

reconciliation—not just with each other, but with God 

o Peace with God Himself 

• And this makes Jesus’ death on the cross all the more remarkable 

o Because through Jesus Christ, God declares us “not guilty”—that’s 

justification 

▪ But through Jesus Christ, God also turns us from His enemies into His 

friends—that’s reconciliation 

o And as Paul tells us here, peace with God—it’s not just a feeling, it brings real 

blessings now 

▪ V2: It means we have access to God 

• We can stand before Him with confidence 

▪ V5: It means we have the gift of the Holy Spirit 

• The gift of God dwelling within us even now 

• And notice: Jesus’ work brings us both present confidence and future hope 

o V9: “Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we 

be saved … from God’s wrath.” 

▪ V10: “If while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God…how 

much more, now that we are reconciled will we be saved by [Christ’s] 

life.” 

o Paul’s basic point is this 

▪ Already, right now, yes even in this crazy world 

• Through faith in Jesus Christ 

o We are declared righteous now, we have peace with 

God now 

▪ Yes, even in the middle of covid-19 

▪ And if God has already saved us through Jesus Christ 

• If He has already forgiven us and announced His peace at the 

cost of His own Son 

▪ Then do we really need to worry that God will somehow forget us in 

the end? 

o No, sheltered under the cross of Jesus Christ, there is no more wrath for us to 

take 

▪ We do not need to fear God’s final judgment 

• But dear friends, I need to warn you 

o Because this peace, this reconciliation, this justification, even this future hope 

▪ They are only for those who trust in Jesus Christ 

▪ As vv1-2 tell us, they only come through faith in Jesus Christ 

o And if you’re watching today 

▪ If you’re a young person who is still not sure about Jesus 
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▪ If you’re a non-Christian who has just stumbled onto this sermon 

o Listen the sober reality is this: apart from Jesus Christ, you will never find 

lasting peace 

▪ Apart from Jesus, you will never know true joy in suffering 

▪ Apart from Jesus, you will remain an enemy of God forever 

• But no matter who you are 

o If you confess your sins to God 

o Yes, even today, right now 

▪ If you trust in Jesus Christ and His death in your place 2000 years ago 

o Then you too can have peace with God—now and forever 

Conclusion 

• So how are you feeling today? 

o Many of us are probably worried or frustrated, tired or stressed 

o Many of us are suffering 

▪ And the truth is, in the middle of everything going on all around us, 

some of us may not feel much joy 

• But no matter how bad things seem in this world 

o No matter what uncertainties you are facing over your job or your visa or your 

future 

▪ No matter what you are feeling today 

o If you trust in Jesus Christ, if you have faith in Him 

▪ Then already right now 

• You are no longer God’s enemy 

• You are God’s friend 

o A child of the King 

▪ And eternally secure 

• And because of that, even in the middle of a global pandemic, you and I can continue 

to rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ 


