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For All Nations Presbyterian Church, Easter Sunday, 12 April 2020 

 

Introduction: looking back to look forward 

 

• Often some major event in our lives leads to our future looking much brighter. 

o You know what it’s like when you work for a long time to achieve something. 

▪ Maybe it’s finishing high school. 

▪ Maybe it is getting that degree or trade qualification you spent years at. 

▪ When you reach that point, when that decisive thing happens, you have a brighter future 

ahead. 

▪ With that qualification in hand, you can apply for jobs. 

▪ With that trade, you can run a business. 

▪ One major achievement leads to a different life and better future possibilities. 

o It’s almost ANZAC Day, even though it won’t feel that way without the public gatherings happening. 

▪ But any kind of military memorial feels the same. 

▪ There was a war won in the past, a major war, and when that decisive victory happened, the 

future was brighter. 

▪ Not only could the soldiers of the time return home, but that victory meant that others in their 

country, well off to the future, reap the benefits. 

▪ The benefit of freedom, of some oppressor defeated, is the world left as a better place. 

 

• It is Easter Sunday today, the greatest celebration in the Christian calendar. 

o This is a celebration where we look back to what Jesus did so long ago, many, many generations 

before any of us were born. 

o But we’re not just happy today because we like history! 

o No, these historical events, Jesus’ death and resurrection, change everything. 

o The focus of our sermon today is not actually what happened 2000 years ago, though of course, that 

matters. 

o No, we are focussing on what those events mean for our rejoicing today and our hope for tomorrow. 

 

• Hope is something that seems in short supply right now. The future looks less hopeful than before with all the 

fallout from the virus. 

o But for Christians, our ultimate future is still crystal clear. 

o And it is because of the resurrection of Jesus that we can look forward with confidence. 

 

TRANSITION It is the first letter of Peter that we are looking at today to understand the resurrection and its 

implications. The first point to note is: 

 

1. God’s great plan is to save people through Jesus (v1-2) 

 

• If you’re familiar with the New Testament letters, you are used to the kind of verses you see in our passage in 

v1-2.  

o They describe who wrote it, who it is written to, and have some sort of greeting. 

o If you’re like me, you are keen to skip this bit and move to the meatier areas of the letter, especially 

when they are full of place names we don’t know like 1 Peter is. 

o Don’t be too hasty. 
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o This introduction does follow the usual formula, but there is detail here that is rich and helpful for us 

to get the context right. 

 

• This is a letter written by the apostle Peter, also known as Simon Peter. 

o Everyone in the early church would know Peter.  

▪ There is no flowery description of himself, just his title as an apostle, a sent one from Jesus. 

 

• This letter wasn’t written to one person, or one church, like most of the other letters. 

o It was written to “elect exiles of the Dispersion”. 

o That’s a bit of a mouthful. What does it mean? 

▪ The Dispersion was a word used to describe Jews who were scattered all through the world, 

but here it is not limited to Jewish people. 

▪ It is written to people who are scattered through those place names in v1, all of which were in 

Asia Minor.  

• Today we call that area Turkey. 

▪ These people are elect, chosen by God; this means that they are Christians. 

▪ That word ‘exile’ can mean one of two things. 

• It could mean that, like all Christians, Peter’s readers are living in a place that they 

don’t belong. 

• We belong with God our Father; in this world, we are exiles, strangers, travellers. 

• Or it could mean that Peter’s readers are on the outside of society, foreigners in these 

regions, poor and mistreated and struggling in society. 

• It could, of course, mean both; his readers were Christians in hard times. That 

definitely fits what he goes onto say in his letter. 

 

• For us to understand v2, we need to know something important first. 

o By nature, all people are enemies of God. 

o All of us are people who would rather be our own boss than submit to God being the boss. 

o God made the world, so he is, in reality, the boss of everyone. 

o We should be his people, living as he wants, but none of us do this. 

o This means that all of us deserve God’s punishment and not his blessing. 

o With that in mind, we can better appreciate what has been done for Peter’s readers, and for all of us 

who trust in Jesus. 

 

• How did these people come to be saved instead of punished? It was God’s work, with all three persons of the 

Trinity involved. 

o These people are Christians by the foreknowledge of God the Father. 

▪ God knew this would happen, he promised it in advance, and he made it happen. 

o These people are Christians by the sanctification of the Spirit. 

▪ Sanctification means to set something apart, to make it special. 

▪ God, by His Spirit, did this. God worked in their hearts by the Spirit. 

o These people were saved for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling with his blood. 

▪ Jesus died for all believers; his blood was spilled so we could live. 

▪ That is how the saving actually happened, when it happened in history. 

▪ Jesus’ death paid the price of our rebellion, so God punished Jesus in our place. 

▪ Jesus received death so that we could receive life. 

▪ And with this new life, we are to serve Jesus, to be obedient, to live as saved people. 

 

• Our greatest need ever is to be right with God, to be welcomed by Him instead of punished by Him. 

o That is our greatest need, and the greatest work of God was to do this for us. 

o It is God who saves people, not us. 

o God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit worked together for our salvation. 

o This was done by God for us; Jesus died for our sake. 



3 
 

 

• Most Christians are comfortable with what I just said: that we are all saved only by the death of Jesus. 

o We often say that Jesus died in our place; he died for our sins. 

o But today is Easter Sunday.  

o This is the celebration of Jesus rising from the dead, the resurrection. 

o Where does the resurrection fit in? 

o After all, Jesus didn’t only just die; he rose again: 

 

2. God’s great mercy in Jesus gives us a secure future (v3-5) 

 

• V3 starts with a great celebration: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

o It is an exclamation of praise! 

o Peter thanks God, for everything he has spoken about, and everything he will speak about, is due to 

what God has done. 

o Do you see that? Look at the emphasis here. 

o In v3, God should be blessed, or praised if you prefer. 

o Our great benefits have been done according to his great mercy later in v3. 

o He has caused us to be born again. 

o The inheritance is kept in heaven for you, v4, by God. 

o Believers are kept by God’s power and guarded through faith, as v5 says. 

o Over and over and over again, this is God’s work. God’s doing. God’s plan. 

 

• This means the emphasis is not on what we do; that’s not a focus of this passage. 

o The great joy here is because it is all done for us! 

o If our salvation, the great benefits we will talk about today, are because we are clever enough, or 

religious enough, or good enough, we wouldn’t be thanking God for it. 

o We would be patting ourselves on the back for doing so well. 

o But no, Peter has it right; we need to start with praising God, for all of our secure future and current 

blessings are his work. 

o The right response is thanks and praise. 

 

• Again, Peter’s language is very Trinitarian. 

o God the Father saves us through the work of Jesus. 

o Saving people was always God’s idea; God the Father did this through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

• Let’s look at the detail to see how all of this works. 

o The key here is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, that is mentioned at the end of v3. 

o How is it that Jesus rising from the dead achieves anything for us? 

▪ Well, as we mentioned before, all of us by nature are in trouble with God. 

▪ We live our lives independently of God, we break his laws knowingly or unknowingly, and 

we face his judgement. 

▪ Jesus came to die for us to pay our penalty, as we saw in v2. 

▪ So why is the resurrection needed? Why is the death not enough? 

▪ Because the resurrection proves all of this is true. 

▪ When Jesus rose from the dead, he showed that everything he said was true. 

▪ God can raise Jesus from the dead; God accepted the payment of Jesus’ life in our place. 

▪ The resurrection is God stamping “paid in full” on the top of our account. 

▪ The payment for sin is made. Paid in full. 

▪ No more payment for sin needed from us; if we trust in Jesus, there is no judgement coming 

we need to fear. 

▪ Instead, we have wonderful benefits, both now and into the future. 

 

• Let’s make sure this is clear, because the language of cancelling a debt can be misunderstood. 
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o If you have a debt with a bank, for example, one day you hope to pay it back. 

o When you do, that debt is gone. Wiped off the books. You no longer have to pay interest or run the 

risk of the bank foreclosing on you. 

o It brings you back to neutral, to zero. 

o Jesus’ death and resurrection do more than that. 

o Not only do we not need to fear future punishment; we can also enjoy great blessings! 

o We are not neutral with God; we move from enemies to friends. 

o And as God’s friends, even his family, we have privileges and joy right now. 

o That sense of gratefulness and joy is all through these verses. 

 

• What are these benefits Jesus won for us? What has God’s work done for us? 

o In v3, we are told that believers are born again. 

▪ That means that we have a new life, a life with a new purpose, with new priorities, with new 

motivations and elements to it. 

▪ Being born again is a great joy; all the old worries and anxieties and fears don’t need to 

control us. 

▪ We are new. With a bright future. Which is our next benefit, also in v3: 

o We have a living hope (v3). 

▪ Let’s press pause there a moment. 

▪ A living hope. A hope that is living, that is real, that helps us. 

▪ Hope means we look forward to something wonderful in the future, but a living hope is more 

than that; it is something that brings peace now. 

▪ Hope is in short supply right now. 

▪ The economy doesn’t give much cause for hope; neither does the stock market. 

▪ The experts on the internet bring us fear, not hope. 

▪ But Jesus’ resurrection brings ultimate hope that means you face life differently than before. 

▪ Our living hope is for an inheritance, as v4 says. 

 

• An inheritance is something that you look for in the future, something you don’t yet have but will have one 

day. 

o That’s why we hope for it instead of having it now. 

o But there is something special about this inheritance. 

o It is not money or property, the kinds of things that people leave each other as inheritances. 

▪ No, Peter is speaking about our future with God forever. 

▪ The future that is often called heaven. 

▪ In those days, there will be no more crying or pain anymore. 

▪ Instead, we will celebrate being right with God, having perfect relationships with God and 

one another. 

o This is something we hope for, but we hope for it in a certain way. 

▪ Not hope as in I wish it was true; hope as in it will be true. 

▪ As v5 says, it is guarded through faith, to be revealed in the last time (v5). 

▪ God is guarding it, preparing a place for us if we trust in Him. 

▪ Nothing can separate us from the love of God or prevent God’s plan for us to be with him 

forever coming about. 

o This inheritance, according to v4, is imperishable; it has no expiry date. 

▪ It is undefiled and will remain pure. 

▪ It is unfading, unlike clothes or furniture or so much else; it lasts forever. 

▪ And it is kept for you. God will protect our inheritance, just like he is responsible for winning 

it for us in Jesus. 

 

• All of this means that what you hope for in the future as a Christian is secure. Permanent. You can count on it. 

o This is no fairy story told to get small children to obey their parents. 

o This is a future hope you can bank on. 
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• Sometimes people are attracted to Christianity because they want good life advice or some kind of best life 

now. 

o This promise is deeper and longer-term than this. 

o God doesn’t just want to give us money or comfort now; that is not worth all that much in the 

perspective of eternity. 

o God wants to give us something worth far more; a perfect relationship with Him. 

o A life free from fear of death, a life that is new with new priorities and joys, and a future that is full of 

blessing forever that cannot be taken away. 

 

• Our world is full of impermanence now; you can’t find toilet paper. You might or might not have work, you 

might or might not get sick. 

o Things you thought you could count on you now cannot. 

o In the midst of all this, you can count on God’s promise. 

o This is secure. Nothing can remove it. Your inheritance will come to you if you trust in Jesus as your 

Lord and Saviour. 

 

• Peter is not done with this wonderful truth, though; he goes on to explain our world and life with this in mind: 

 

3. Because of God’s mercy, we can understand suffering in the right perspective (v6-7) 

 

• We don’t need to be told that life is full of problems and difficulties, especially right now! 

o Some say that the problem of evil in the world is something that proves God isn’t real, or that 

Christianity is not valid. 

o That is a lie. 

o When hard times come, our faith is shown to be genuine, and understanding the resurrection helps us 

immensely with this. 

 

• V6 talks about rejoicing, even in the midst of various trials. 

o ‘Trials’ is a general term here; it could mean opposition for your faith. 

▪ It could mean the difficulties of life being an exile in the world. 

▪ It could be applied to sickness, or isolation, or unemployment. 

o How can you rejoice in all of these difficult things? 

▪ The only way is to see them in a bigger perspective. 

▪ If all we think about is the trials themselves, whatever hardship we have right now, that’s all 

we will see. 

• It’s like if you hit your finger with a hammer while fixing something around the 

house. 

• At that point, all you care about is your finger.  

• Nothing else matters. 

• But to make sense of pain and trials, we need to broaden our thinking and see that 

there is more going on. 

▪ After all, as Jesus said, life is more than clothes, more than food. 

▪ There really is security, even when it feels like there is none. 

▪ You should find time to thank God and sing, even on the days when you can’t find tissues and 

your next shift at work has been cancelled. 

 

• Peter presents a new way of thinking about trials and suffering. 

o They do grieve us, as the end of v6 says; that’s normal. 

▪ Pain leads to grief. 

▪ We’ve felt it lately. 

▪ We grieve not being able to meet together as a church. 

▪ We grieve the things we once did so freely that are now impossible. 

▪ But all people grieve at loss; Christians see a bigger picture. 
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o Trials are temporary; Peter says that they might be necessary for a little while. 

▪ Don’t mishear this. 

▪ Peter is not downplaying the seriousness of trials. 

▪ If you suffer a permanent disability or live in poverty, your trials might last your whole life. 

▪ The point is that in the perspective of God, in the bigger picture of eternity, trials are 

temporary. 

▪ They have an endpoint. They don’t go on forever. 

▪ The longest they can last is out death or when Jesus comes back, but God’s promises and 

benefits last much longer than that. 

o And then, in v7, we see that trials in this life test your faith, and that is not a bad thing. 

 

• Let’s be clear here. 

o Peter is not saying that trials create our faith. 

o He is saying that our faith will be tested and shown to be genuine in times of trial. 

o We have seen this illustration all around us lately. 

o People like to believe the myth that Australians are all big on mateship, caring for one another, 

working together. 

▪ When the crisis hit, and it looked like we needed toilet paper and food, the response was 

‘every man for themselves’. 

▪ There were terribly sad photos of elderly people looking sadly at empty shelves because they 

were not fast enough to get the products others were hoarding. 

▪ The crisis revealed that people are innately selfish, not placing others above themselves. 

▪ That was always true; the crisis just showed it to be true. 

▪ That’s Peter’s logic here. 

▪ A crisis, a trial, will reveal your faith for what it is and how precious and genuine it is. 

▪ If in the time of crisis you trust God, you don’t panic; you act like a saved child of God, you 

have shown you are a Christian. 

o Is the current crisis revealing your faith? It should. And that is a wonderful thing. 

▪ Maybe this time has led to more family Bible reading and prayer, more communication 

between spouses, more thought into your everyday routines. 

▪ Trials show us what we are really like. 

 

• What is the end purpose of these trials? Where do they head? It’s at the end of v7. 

o We will praise God when Jesus comes back. 

o Our genuine faith will look to Jesus and understand his care and salvation and be quick to praise him 

when he comes. 

o Your faith is not just about you; your faith is in Jesus; your hope is in God. 

o Jesus will get the praise for his work, and for sustaining his people to the end. 

o We are in God’s hands. 

 

• God’s mercy in Jesus means rejoicing now, but that’s nothing compared to the future: 

 

4. Because of God’s mercy, we can rejoice now and in the future (v8-9) 

 

• If you have an invitation to a friend’s party, it is something that brings joy now. 

o You are thankful for the friendship you have. 

o You are glad you will get to celebrate with your friend. 

o You might look forward with anticipation to what is coming, where you can celebrate with others you 

know. 

o You are happy about it now, but the real party is still coming. 

o It is now and not yet. 

 

• We also live in the now and not yet as Christians. 
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o We have so much now: we are born again, friends of God, have a living hope, have a reason to rejoice 

now whatever happens. 

o That party illustration has some problems though; what we have now is more than an invitation. 

o It is a foretaste, a real blessing; God’s kindness to us is not only focussed on the future in heaven, but 

it is also something we have a great deal of right now. 

 

• We know Jesus now, in a very real sense. 

o Right now, if you trust in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you are right with God. 

▪ Right now. Not later, when you have followed some laws and set a certain standard with your 

life. 

▪ Not later, when you have dealt with all the sin in your life. 

▪ Right now. You can have a great relationship with God through Jesus. 

o As v8 describes, you can love Jesus now, believing in him, rejoicing in all that he has done for you. 

o That is a present reality. 

o It is an inexpressible joy to know Jesus now. 

 

• It is a wonderful thing to be a Christian! 

o Sometimes we feel our faith as a burden, especially when we see the freedom others who don’t know 

Jesus have. 

▪ They live for themselves, spend all their money and time on what they want, and feel no 

obligation to church or service at all. 

▪ But they don’t know God. 

▪ And that lack of good relationship means everything. 

o On the days when serving Jesus seems a burden and not a joy, read 1 Peter 1 again. 

▪ Remember that you have real joy, purpose in trials, rejoicing whatever happens, for the 

decisive victory is already won. 

▪ The events that make the future bright have already happened, and are due to God and not to 

you. 

▪ Jesus’ death and resurrection change everything, and for those who trust Jesus, for the better. 

▪ You have more riches than you can imagine or understand. 

 

• But there’s more, as the infomercials often tell us. 

• Look at v9. There is more to come. 

o Right now, even as we rejoice in God’s present blessings, we look forward to the outcome of our 

faith, the salvation of our souls. 

o We are obtaining this, ongoing sense; we have all these blessings now, and we are on the way to 

seeing them in their fulness. 

o One day we will be with God face to face, and that will be such a joy and not a point of terror. 

 

• Easter is a happy time of celebration, and it should be! 

o We wish we could share chocolate and hot cross buns together, sing together, pray together in one 

place, and hug one another. 

o We have a sense of the now and not yet at the moment. 

o Now, we can hear the same sermon, we can speak on the phone, we can pray and sing with those in 

our households. 

o But one day soon, we hope to do those things together. 

o And one day, hopefully soon as well, we will do those things with the congregation from all people 

and nations in the presence of God forever. 

o We can rejoice now. We will rejoice together soon. And we will rejoice in earnest and forever soon 

after that. 

o God is so kind to us. The resurrection is the promise of a certain future. 

o In this crisis time, remember that. 

o Your faith is being revealed for what it is.  

o Your salvation is still secure and coming. 
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o And your God has been gracious to you beyond our understanding or measure. 

 

• If you are watching or listening to this, and you are not a Christian, I pray this sounds exciting to you. 

o Christianity is not some tradition to revisit at Easter time. 

o It is true. Jesus’ death and resurrection are not some myth, but they happened. 

o And because they have happened, the future is bright if people trust in Jesus. 

o If you don’t, however, it changes nothing. 

o It means these blessings and the future hope of 1 Peter 1 don’t apply to you. 

o That’s an incredibly sad state of events. 

o It means no hope, an uncertain future, and a terrible eternal future. 

o I don’t want that for you. There is so much blessing on offer. 

o Come to trust in Jesus. If you don’t know how, contact All Nations through our website or speak to a 

Christian you know. 

o God is better than any of us can imagine. 

 


