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SERMON NOTES 

Simon van Bruchem 

 

YOU ARE NOT THE KING 

1 Kings 1, Matthew 1:1-17 

 

For All Nations Presbyterian Church, 19 April 2020 

 

Introduction: a shaky situation with an unclear ending 

 

• All of our lives look remarkably different from what they did a short time ago. 

o Things are uncertain and shaky. 

o We are unsure of how things are going to turn out. 

o We don’t know the length of time we might have to remain in our houses with limited 

excursions outside. 

o We don’t know what will happen to our jobs and our investments. 

o What will the world be like when we emerge? What will the economy look like? 

o It can make us anxious. It can make even the most optimistic of people wonder where we are 

going. 

 

• We are starting a new sermon series today, from the OT book of 1 Kings. 

o At All Nations, we plan out our sermon series several months in advance, so when this was 

planned out, we didn’t know about the quarantine and what our world would look like. 

o But, as happens so often with God’s providence, our sermon today is precisely what we need 

to hear. 

o There is great comfort to be found in a passage full of underhanded dealings, uncertain 

leadership, and conflict. 

o Amid a messy world, God’s plan for his people keeps going. 

o That’s something we all need to be reminded of. 

 

Context: 1 and 2 Samuel, the person of David, use of the OT 

 

• Our passage today is narrative, a true account of something that happened near on 3000 years ago in a 

far-away country. 

o For some of you, that might send shivers down your spine as you hated high school history 

and think this is going to be dry names and dates and boring things. 

o I assure you, this is gripping, events between real people with real consequences. 

▪ People like us, only people in a different culture and a different time. 

o These events happened. They are not just some kind of myth we should draw moral lessons 

from. 

o As we work through our passage, we need to be careful; we want to understand the events 

that happened and why. 

o We want to learn the principles behind all of this; what these things tell us about God and 

about people. 

o And then, and only then, will we apply these things to our situation. 

o Having these principles shown to us in real events is so much richer than just stating them. 

o Instead of saying “we are all rebels against God”, we get to see inside the camp and mind of 

one who was a rebel against the true king. 

o This will stick in the mind.  
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• We are starting 1 Kings today, which continues the story from 1 and 2 Samuel. 

o David is the king, the true anointed king, the one after God’s own heart. 

o He is the one who defeated Goliath, who captured Jerusalem, whom God made a covenant 

with. 

o God promised David that offspring from his family line would reign forever. 

o But David’s life, for the past while, has been a disaster. 

o Since his affair with Bathsheba, things have been going badly. 

o He has peace with other nations; the problem is from within his own family. 

o David had many wives and many children, and that is never a good idea. 

o Two of his children had already caused significant problems; Absalom set up a rebellion to be 

king and was killed, and Amnon raped his sister and was killed. 

o There was also an attempted takeover by a man named Sheba. 

o David was still king, but not the man he once was. Things were shaky. 

 

TRANSITION And into this context, David faces another challenger who will raise an important issue for 

us all to consider: 

 

1. We are all tempted to crown ourselves as kings 

 

• The very first verse of 1 Kings paints a sad picture of a once-great king. 

o David is old and advanced in years; we don’t know how old, but much weaker than before. 

o He cannot get warm.  

o His servants have a ridiculous plan to warm him up, this man who already has many wives; 

they hold a beauty contest throughout the country. 

o And Abishag, a young and beautiful woman, is chosen to warm his bed. 

o To be David’s hot water bottle, if you like.  

o I am sure the servants knew David’s weakness for beautiful women, and perhaps had more in 

mind; this is clearly not something a faithful man and husband should have anything to do 

with. 

o David doesn’t object. But we are also told clearly in v4 that David knew her not. 

o That is code for “David didn’t sleep with her. Nothing dodgy happened.” 

o These four verses paint a picture of David being old, weak, and morally compromised. 

o And this is God’s chosen king? Surely, we can do better than that. 

 

• Into this power gap steps a most capable young man named Adonijah. 

o He was David’s son, one of them anyway, the 4th eldest. 

▪ He was likely the eldest remaining alive. 

o Adonijah sets himself up as king; he might have assumed he should be next king anyway, and 

many others thought that he would as well. 

▪ Like the prodigal son of Luke 15, he claims the inheritance of his father while his 

father was still alive. 

▪ This is a rash and incredibly rude thing to do. 

o V5 shows us that Adonijah looked the part; he hired people to make him look more important. 

o And v6 points the finger at David’s parenting. 

▪ Here is a man who grew up in luxury and was indulged, whose father never told him 

that anything he did was wrong. 

▪ We would use the word “spoiled” these days, or perhaps “entitled”. 

▪ David’s parenting has been shown to be lacking before; his lack of discipline for his 

son is a factor in what happened in this chapter. 
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• The end of v6 reveals that Adonijah was a very handsome man. 

o He looked like the kind of person who should lead! 

o Those of us who have read 1 and 2 Samuel should be suspicious of this comment. 

o King Saul was handsome, and that turned out badly. 

o David’s eldest brother was handsome, and God didn’t choose him. 

o God chooses the unexpected people, not the obvious ones. 

o Adonijah gets some important allies in v7, even Joab, David’s general, and Abiathar, one of 

David’s priests. 

o He is sneaky though; he doesn’t invite the key players, the prophet and high priest and mighty 

men. He knows they won’t join him. 

 

• Adonijah holds a big party and coronation ceremony of sorts at the Serpent’s Stone; nearby, in 

Jerusalem, but not a particularly kingly place. 

o Many people were there, but many were not invited, notably his brother Solomon. 

 

• Let’s consider an important principle here; when it comes to being made king, that was not something 

you chose to do yourself. 

o God needed to make you king. You needed to be anointed by God’s priest. 

o Adonijah’s kingship is not legitimate. 

o It seemed wise to him and others, it looked better for the country than the old, cold king, and 

the current situation was weak and uncertain. 

o But in the end, it was sin. 

 

• This has a benefit for us: in Adonijah’s actions, we see a mirror held up to what we are all like inside. 

o This is a picture of sin. A picture of what it looks like to be a rebel against God. 

o We have a true king, who God put there. His name is Jesus. 

o And yes, we might think of God and Jesus as weak; sometimes we wish there was more direct 

involvement in our lives and more impressiveness. 

▪ After all, we worship and serve Jesus, the man who died on a cross, the one who was 

humble and not the mighty warrior people wanted. 

o All of us tend to set ourselves up as kings and queens instead. 

▪ This means that we decide that we are in charge of our lives, we get to make all our 

own decisions, we choose what happens next. 

▪ It might seem reasonable, it might be popular for everyone does it, it might seem to 

make sense. 

▪ It is being assertive, naming it and claiming it. 

o At v10 in our passage, it looked like a great idea.  

o But it’s not. It will never work out well.  

o The truth is that we are not the king, even if we think we would make a better one. 

 

• The commentator Phillip Ryken says something very useful about this: 

o “When we are angry at the world or angry with God, it is almost always because we have the 

wrong person on the throne.” 

 

TRANSITION Adonijah soon discovered that his rebellion would not end well: 

 

2. True leadership is about character and commissioning 

 

• Adonijah had what all kings and leaders want to have. 

o Money, the right family, a handsome face, and popularity. 
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o What’s not to like? 

o There were some significant flaws in his plan, and this will show us what to really look for in 

good leadership. 

 

• Nathan the prophet is the critical player in this chapter of politics and plotting. 

o You may have heard of Nathan before. 

o We know him from Bathsheba situation in 2 Samuel; he was the one who confronted David 

with his sin, using the story of the little lamb owned by the poor man to hook him in. 

o Once more, Nathan is clever in manipulating the situation. 

o He plans what to do with the help of Bathsheba. 

▪ She has the king’s ear, as one of David’s wives, a privileged position that Nathan 

cannot match. 

 

• So much of a story being gripping is not just the facts but how it is told. 

o In v15, we are reminded again that the king is very old.  

▪ The meetings take place in his chamber, his bedroom, not the throne room. 

▪ And Abishag his hot water bottle is also mentioned; that would be a difficult thing for 

Bathsheba to see when visiting her husband, I am sure. 

▪ This is mentioned because we need to know the king is weak; Adonijah is young and 

strong and seems a better king even now. 

▪ And David doesn’t even know that his son has appointed himself king! He is out of 

the loop. 

o Yet, yet, as we hear Bathsheba, and later on, Nathan, appeal to the king, we see something 

important. 

o Being and looking capable is not everything. 

o Being popular, as v19 points out, is not everything. 

o What matters is the official approval of the true king (v20). 

o What matters is promises that have been made being kept (v16). 

o If this is left to continue with David doing nothing, you can be sure, as Bathsheba was, that 

Solomon and his mother would be killed.  

▪ That was the standard practice in the ancient world. 

▪ When someone became king, they often killed their brothers or uncles or anyone who 

could challenge them. 

▪ David’s actions from here could save Solomon and Bathsheba or condemn them to 

death. 

 

• After Bathsheba's appeal to David, Nathan comes in with the same information and the same appeal. 

o Note how they both speak to David. 

o They both give the true king the honour he deserves (v16-17, 23-24). 

o And it matters that David gets this information from two different people. 

o Two witnesses to the same thing were important in the law to be sure something was true. 

o David is now informed. What will he do? 

 

• Before we see this, let’s consider the principle of leadership we see demonstrated here. 

o Adonijah is a self-promoter, and he does have the right kind of impressive attributes to lead. 

▪ He’s the kind of person who would be elected in our modern world too. 

▪ You could imagine him on the cover of magazines or giving in-depth interviews to 

the best journalists. 

o But that is not what our true king Jesus is like. 

▪ Jesus was self-sacrificial, not into self-promotion. 
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▪ Jesus was king not to rule for his sake but for ours. 

▪ Jesus used his position and power to pay for our sins on the cross. 

▪ Jesus was humble and not overbearing. 

▪ He was also commissioned and sent by the Father, not raised up himself. 

▪ He was the opposite of everything we see in Adonijah. 

 

• This has application to leadership among God’s people now as well. 

o When we look at the things we should look for in elders and deacons in places like 1 Timothy 

3, the emphasis is on character. 

▪ There is nothing there about being handsome or rich or from the right family or even 

having great charisma. 

▪ What matters is suitability, character, a depth to leading for the sake of God and 

others. 

o Elders and deacons are also to be chosen and commissioned by the church; they are not self-

appointed. 

o Church leadership is not about lording it over people or being popular; we must be careful not 

to choose people who will abuse this position. 

 

• There is another application here that you might have noticed: where is God in 1 Kings 1? 

o Nathan is the key player here. He seems to pull the strings and be manipulating the situation. 

▪ There is no supernatural intervention. No voice from heaven, no revelation to the 

prophet, no striking Adonijah down with fire from the sky. 

o Here, as in so many other places, we see God working through his people. 

▪ God made promises; Nathan is pointing out to David that promises should be kept. 

▪ Nathan used the resources he had, the brain he was given, and acted for the 

betterment of God’s people and God’s plan. 

▪ He didn’t know the outcome or the impact of what would happen; he did what he 

could, he brought his request to the king, and then it was in the king’s hands. 

o As you serve God today or this week, you have no idea what impact your service might have 

on others. 

▪ Your consistent parenting in a time of frustration at being inside might have a lasting 

impact. 

▪ The way you react to your boss with love might turn the course of her decision. 

▪ The way you serve others for their benefit might be something they remember 

forever. 

▪ You might even nudge someone to consider Jesus’ kingship by your actions. 

▪ Be encouraged! Nathan turned the course of history here. 

▪ Your faithful service, using your hands and your brain, might have a more significant 

impact than you previously imagined. 

 

TRANSITION The tide has turned in our passage. David is informed of the rebellion. And things no 

longer look so bright for Adonijah: 

 

3. We will all meet the true king in the end 

 

• David, from v28, looks like the king he used to be. 

o He no longer looks like the sick old man he has been until now. 

o He takes charge. He is animated. He makes decisions. 

o He affirms that the promise he made to Solomon will be upheld, and he takes steps to make 

sure this both happens and is seen to happen. 
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• The appointing of Solomon as king is quite different from that of Adonijah. 

o All of the key players are involved: prophet, priest and king, as we see in v32. 

o Solomon is officially commissioned; there is no secrecy here. 

o And there is a public display that this is the king that David appoints himself. 

▪ We see this by Solomon riding on David’s own mule (v33); this is repeated later on 

too in v38 and v44. 

▪ It is like being in the royal carriage for a coronation in England. 

▪ That’s not something you can fake or do on the sly; this means it is official. 

o The coronation happens at Gihon, a more suitable place to the Serpent’s Stone. 

o Solomon is also officially anointed with oil in v39. 

▪ This is what made people king, not calling themselves one. 

▪ Solomon from that point was God’s anointed king. 

 

• In v36-37, one of the mighty men of David named Benaiah responds to all of this with gusto. 

o He sees that this is not just David’s work, but also God’s work. 

o This coronation is the appointing of God’s king, whom God would be with, whose throne 

would be great. 

 

• The people of God recognise the true king too; they are no longer wondering if David has sanctioned 

Adonijah or not like they were before. 

o Now they know this is official. This is David’s choice. 

o And look at the response in v40! 

o “And all the people went up after him, playing on pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, so that 

the earth was split by their noise.” 

o It is almost like the writer cannot really describe the noise and joy; rejoicing with great joy is 

a strange, emphatic way of saying this. 

o It was so loud it was like an earthquake! 

o The uncertainty for the future in the minds of the people was now removed; they were certain 

this was the new king, God’s chosen king. 

 

• The guests at Adonijah’s party are no longer feeling quite so festive by v49. 

o They heard the trumpets and earthquake-like shouting from another part of the city. 

o This was explained by Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest who reported to Adonijah and 

his supporters. 

▪ Jonathan delivers the message that Solomon is king. 

▪ He is proclaiming a gospel, if you like: the correct king rules, and it isn’t Adonijah! 

▪ There is a real, authentic, commissioned king. 

▪ V49 showed the response of Adonijah’s guests; they were afraid and left. 

▪ His supporters were gone; they know they backed the wrong person. 

 

• Adonijah feared Solomon, as v50 says, and for a good reason. 

o As we noted before, often a newly appointed king would kill all their possible rivals, usually 

their brothers. 

o So he did something odd; he ran to the tabernacle, to the altar where sacrifices were made, 

and he grabbed onto the horns of the altar. 

o This wouldn’t actually protect him under the law; that location was to protect those who 

killed someone unintentionally. 

o He was grasping at ideas here. 

o Perhaps Solomon wouldn’t dare to kill him in a holy place? 
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o He knew the true king would come for him, and the thought terrified him. 

 

• Solomon did find Adonijah, but his message was not what everyone expected. 

o Instead of bringing justice, what Adonijah deserved, he brought grace. 

o He offered life and peace to the man who usurped his throne, if only he would respect the true 

king and be a worthy man. 

o Adonijah took the offer, was pardoned, and went home. 

o Probably amazed he was still alive, and knowing he deserved far worse than he got. 

 

• Again, there is a beautiful picture of the gospel here, isn’t there? 

o All of us are rebels against the true king by nature; people who declare ourselves to be king 

instead of Jesus. 

o One day, all of us will meet the true king. 

o When we do, all of us deserve death, just like Adonijah did. 

o Yet, if we humble ourselves and honour the true king, trusting Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, 

we will receive life instead of death. 

o We can only plea for mercy; we have no evidence to convince the true king otherwise. 

o God is glad to show mercy to us because Jesus has paid the price in our place. 

o We are guilty, but our guilt has been paid for; we are now free to serve the true king with 

gladness. 

 

• In fact, we can rejoice with great joy with the people of the true king, instead of slinking away and 

fearing for our lives. 

o We can walk away from God’s judgement amazed that we are alive and free. 

o We should go on our way rejoicing! 

o Don’t we worship a wonderfully gracious God? 

 

• I do need to state the other possibility, of course. 

o One day all of us will meet the true king. 

▪ And if we don’t bow the knee to Jesus, if we reject Jesus as the king, the outcome is 

bleak. 

▪ God will, and quite rightly, punish us as rebels if that is the case. 

▪ If you are not a Christian, meeting the true king will be a disaster for you. 

▪ There is time now. 

▪ If you have never come to trust in Jesus, do it now. 

▪ Don’t delay. The true king is coming to the place you are looking for refuge, and 

whatever it is, money, status, power, reputation, it will not be enough. 

▪ Come to Jesus. You will find more grace than you expect. 

 

TRANSITION Our passage is done, but we have an important point to finish with: 

 

4. God’s kingdom continues on, despite what it looks like now 

 

• There is a lot of detail in our passage, a lot of names, a lot of twists and turns. 

o We need to step back and see the big picture here. 

o To use the English idiom, we need to see the forest, not just the individual trees. 

 

• Let’s ask the big questions we need to of this passage. 

o Why is this passage here? 

o Why do we care about ancient royal intrigue and politics? 
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o There is a big message from this chapter. 

o God’s kingdom keeps going as he promised; however it looks right now. 

 

• The Adonijah rebellion looked like the end of the rule of David. 

o It wasn’t. 

o David’s line continued, and through the son it was promised to continue through. 

o God’s plan remained intact at the end of the passage. 

o God’s chosen, anointed king, a son of David, ruled on the throne. 

o The king who would eventually be in the line of Jesus reigned. 

 

• We don’t just see that in OT history; we see it in church history too. 

o So many times the church looked weak and finished, but it wasn’t done. 

o When the Roman emperors tried to persecute the young church in the second and third 

centuries, it survived. 

o When the Enlightenment and its ideas dismissed the supernatural and rejected much of what 

the church taught, the church survived. 

o When Stalin and later Mao tried to destroy the church, it didn’t only survive, it thrived. 

 

• Now, what does the church look like right now? 

o We cannot even meet together. 

▪ I am speaking into a mobile phone camera in my bedroom, and I don’t have the 

pleasure of seeing your response or your faces. 

▪ We cannot see one another. 

o We are scattered, isolated, and unable to do what we want to do. 

o Let this passage be a great encouragement to us. 

o God’s kingdom continues today. That has not changed. 

o God’s king reigns on the throne even now. That has not changed. 

o The true king, from the right line, sent by God himself, who won the most significant victory; 

he is the king now. His name is Jesus. 

o This can seem weak, I know. 

o It can seem like we want something more impressive. 

o But we have a reason to rejoice with great joy! 

o We have a basis for confidence, a king who died in our place, who showed us mercy when we 

deserved punishment. 

o Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

o Nothing can stop God’s promises coming about. 

o What a magnificent God we serve! 

 

 

 

 

 


