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SERMON NOTES 

Simon van Bruchem 

 

YOUR ATTITUDE TO THE TRUE KING DETERMINES YOUR FUTURE 

1 Kings 2, 1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

For All Nations Presbyterian Church, 26 April 2020 

 

Introduction: an unsettling and bloody account 

 

• Those who have never actually read the Bible sometimes assume it is some kind of soft self-help book. 

o After all, there are lots of general kind of encouraging quotes from the Bible that people have on 

posters and T-shirts and mugs. 

o The kinds of things that say that “God is love” or “Praise God, for he is always good” or “Treat others 

as you want to be treated”. 

o It’s true; the Bible does say those kinds of things. There is much encouragement in this great book. 

o The Bible, however, is not just a collection of encouraging self-help kinds of sayings. 

o It is a book that tells us what life is really like; there are many parts that are gritty, difficult, and 

honest in a way that makes us uncomfortable. 

o It might surprise some people to know that the Bible tells honest accounts of violence, of sex, and the 

messiness of people’s lives. 

o Our passage today is like that. 

o You won’t find many people taking quotes from 1 Kings 2 and putting them on posters and 

bookmarks. 

o It is disturbing. It is violent. There is blood and execution and payback. 

o Not many Christian bookshops have mugs with the final recorded words of King David on them: “you 

shall bring his grey head down with blood to Sheol.” 

o These honest accounts make us stop and think; why is this here? 

o What can this possibly teach me about living in this world? 

o A great deal, actually.  

o It is helpful to consider real life with its messiness to understand God’s plan amidst the chaos; when 

we look at real people, the good and the bad, we are forced to think about things more deeply than we 

otherwise would. 

 

• The passage today is gripping in its politics, in its brutality, and in how it helps us to understand how central 

our attitude to God’s king is. 

 

Context: Adonijah and Solomon 

 

• Last week we thought about 1 Kings 1 together, which detailed a rebellion against King David in his old age.  

o Adonijah, the eldest remaining son of King David, proclaimed himself king, had powerful allies, and 

seemed a good choice. 

o However, through the work of the prophet Nathan and Bathsheba, David anointed Solomon as king, 

keeping his promise and stabilising the kingdom. 

o The chapter ended well; the rebellion was over, and Adonijah was pardoned by Solomon if he 

acknowledged the true king and lived a worthy life. 

o It seemed to end so neatly; our passage today shows that the undercurrents of conflict and trouble are 

still there. 

o Solomon is clearly the anointed king, but all the key players in the rebellion are still alive. 

 

The big idea of our passage: establishing the kingdom of Solomon 
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• 1 Kings 2 is a long chapter, and like with all long passages, it can be challenging to get a feel for the main 

idea. 

o It helps to look at the structure of the chapter, how the story is told. 

o And when we do that, we notice one big idea repeated.  

o It’s in v12, v24, v45 and v46. 

o The big idea here is that Solomon’s kingdom is established. 

o All of the different people and action in here contribute to that one big point: we are being shown the 

establishment, the firming up, of the kingdom under Solomon. 

o Opposition to the true king is removed and the king rules unopposed. 

o The action is all supporting this main idea; the core idea is God’s kingdom being established through 

Solomon. 

o This is a story about kingship and what happens to those who oppose God’s king; keep that in mind as 

we look at the details. 

o Our first point makes sure we have the right perspective on kingship: 

 

1. Living in God’s kingdom means obedience, not strength and skills (v1-4) 

 

• King David was very old in 1 Kings 1; in our passage today, we read of his death. 

o Often, we think that someone’s last words are always deep and thoughtful and philosophical; David’s 

last words are full of revenge and justice. 

o David is speaking these words to Solomon, his son and heir, the new king. 

o His last words are recorded for us from v1 through to v9, but for now, we’re limiting ourselves to the 

first four verses. 

 

• David urges Solomon to “be strong, and show yourself a man.” 

o That seems like pretty standard father-son material, what most fathers would instruct their sons to be. 

o The problem is in the definition. 

o What does it mean to be a strong man?  

o David was a strong man, a man’s man; a warrior and military man, someone popular with women, the 

kind of man who would value strength in others. 

o Knowing that, you might expect David to tell Solomon that he needed to work out a bit more, be 

firmer and more confident, shake hands firmly while looking people in the eye, that kind of thing. 

o To be a manly type man. 

o However, that’s not what David means. He goes on to explain. 

 

o To be strong and show yourself a man is not about being physically strong; it is about following God 

well. 

o As v3 says, it is about obedience and faithfulness. 

o If the king is to prosper, he is to know what God requires of him in the Law, and then he needs to do 

it. 

o Walking in his ways means living in line with how God directs. 

o Think about that for a moment.  

o Being a king in the ancient world meant doing whatever you wanted. 

o It meant absolute power. Absolute control. What you said happened. 

o David is saying to Solomon that to be a good king, a prosperous king, you need to obey what God 

wants from you. 

o Successful kingship is not about having the right foreign policy or the best economic stimulus 

package; successful kingship over God’s people is all about faithfulness. 

o That requires humility; not a common attribute for a king! 

o It required Solomon to realise that although he was the king of Israel, he was himself subject to the 

true King of all the world, who was God. 

 

• And notice the language in v4; this is connected to the covenant God made with David in 2 Samuel 7. 
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o David’s sons remaining on the throne of Israel was a promise; God promised David a house that 

would continue. 

o But the children of David were called to be faithful with all their heart and all their soul; this is what 

David is telling his son to do. 

 

• If Solomon is to be like this, faithful with all his heart, obedient to God, he would be quite a different kind of 

king to the norm. 

o Israel’s first king, Saul, was a traditional type of king; arrogant, strong, forceful and independent. 

▪ What he was not was faithful and obedient. 

o Adonijah, who set himself up as king in 1 Kings 1, looked like he would be more like Saul than 

David. 

▪ Here was a man who promoted himself as king, who ran the politics, who was tall and 

handsome and forthright. 

▪ It would be hard to imagine him being obedient and faithful to God. 

o The task before Solomon was to be more like his father David than the usual king template; a king 

who served the true King. 

 

• It’s a similar challenge to the one we all face today, even though we are not kings. 

o The world and our cultures are telling us that a good life looks a certain way. 

o We are told that to look like a man or a woman means to behave a certain way. 

o Maybe your parents tell you that you need to be married and have children and put a lot of pressure on 

you to do this. 

o Maybe watching lots of movies and TV has convinced you that a real man looks like Chris 

Hemsworth with all his muscles, and a real woman looks slim and doesn’t wear very much. 

o Those things don’t matter as much as most people think. 

o What matters the most about how you live, how you live our being a man or a woman in this world, is 

how you are faithful to the God who is the true King. 

o Knowing your Bible matters more than being able to quote the latest pop culture references. 

o Living faithfully before God matters more than living in line with the latest fashion trends. 

o Yes, those who are not Christian might think you unfashionable. 

o If your parents are not Christians, they might misunderstand you and not know why you make the 

decisions you do, but God knows. That matters more. 

o The instruction to Solomon is a good one. One we need to follow too. 

 

• Of course, Jesus Christ was the perfect king who carried this out perfectly, something Solomon never 

managed to do. 

o Jesus was perfectly obedient to his Father, obedient even to death on a cross. 

o He was faithful in all God’s house. 

o When we fall short and cannot keep God’s law as we would like, we need to remember that in the 

end, it all depends on Jesus and not us. 

o We have a perfect King who could keep the law when we cannot. 

 

TRANSITION It is the second part of David’s instructions, that Solomon follows through on, that catch our 

attention more: 

 

2. Judgement day will come on all who are not faithful to the true King 

 

• If David’s last words ended in v4, we would probably think that this would be a fitting way to end. 

o An encouragement to be faithful and obedient to God seems to be the kind of way we would finish 

things were we making up the story. 

o But in real life, people are messier, and David’s last words have the ring of being authentic. 

o From v5-9, David lists out a range of people who he wants Solomon to deal with. 

o All except one of them, he directs Solomon to punish, to kill. 

o That’s shocking, right? 



4 
 

o The first order of business, the top of the agenda for the new king, is to kill the enemies of his father! 

o This is not just a bloodthirsty example of reigning in the ancient world.  

o Don’t write this passage off as David being sinful and vengeful; there is something important going 

on here. 

o Remember our big picture? This passage is about the establishment of God’s king. 

o Removal of the enemies of God’s king is part of that; the reason that God’s king will be firmly 

established is that the enemies of the king are dealt with. 

o This will help us to understand Jesus’ kingship and role better; but first, let’s make sure we 

understand the detail and the context. 

 

• Our passage has David instructing Solomon to deal with certain people, and later on, we read of how Solomon 

did it. 

o So we’re going to work through the names noting both David’s instruction and Solomon’s actions 

rather than skipping around. 

 

• Let’s mention the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite first, mentioned in v7. 

o When David was on the run for his life, Barzillai provided food for him and his men and helped him. 

o This was done at some cost and danger to himself. 

o David promised Barzillai a reward, but Barzillai was an old man back then, and it seems he had 

passed away by 1 Kings 2. 

o His sons were to be rewarded in his place by being given privileged positions in the royal court. 

o Supporting the true king, especially when it comes at a cost, is rewarded. 

o At the time, it looked like Absalom would be the king, so Barzillai took a risk in helping David. 

o We are not told that Solomon did reward his sons, but it would be fair to assume he did. 

o Again, it reminds us that following Jesus, our true King, now is unpopular. 

▪ It looks to many like we are supporting the wrong person. 

▪ Yet, in time, we know that we are following the true King. 

▪ One day, we look to be welcomed into our Father’s happiness, as good and faithful servants. 

 

• Adonijah is someone we know well from the previous chapter; Solomon’s half-brother, the one who had a lust 

for power. 

o It seemed that we had seen the last of Adonijah. 

o David doesn’t mention any further punishment on him in his final words.  

o But it is clear from the episode from v13-21 that Adonijah’s lust for power is not gone. 

o He sneakily approached the king through his mother, Bathsheba. 

o He says the right kinds of things in v15, but there are hints all is not right. 

o He doesn’t show the queen mother the respect she deserves; the contrast with how Solomon greets his 

mother in v19 is jarring. 

o And although he concedes that God gave Solomon the kingdom, v15 makes it clear he thought it was 

his. His embracing of his brother’s rule seems less than perfect. 

 

• Adonijah requests that he might marry Abishag the Shunammite (v17). 

o Perhaps you remember her from last week; she was the young girl given to David to warm up his bed. 

o She was chosen in a beauty contest; she is the most beautiful woman in the whole kingdom. 

o I am sure her beauty was a factor in Adonijah’s request, but we shouldn’t imagine the two of them 

falling in love when they spot each other across a crowded room. 

o No, this is a power play. 

o Having the former king’s woman, along with the fact he was the former king’s eldest surviving son, 

would strengthen his claim to the throne. 

o This is not the request made by a man striving to be worthy as he promised at the end of chapter 1, 

and Solomon sees this right away. 

o Look at v22. If he has Abishag, might as well give him the whole kingdom! 

o Solomon ties this to the covenant with David in v24 and decrees that Adonijah be put to death; and he 

is. 
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o Adonijah was the clearest rival to the throne of Solomon; he opposed the true king, and the result was 

death. 

 

• Adonijah was like all of us, to some degree. 

o All of us tend to think that we are the king of our lives instead of Jesus. 

o Even when we know that’s not the case, like Adonijah did, we can still live for ourselves and not for 

Jesus. 

o We still kind of think that we deserve more, that we should be the ruler of our life. 

o We need to remember that there is only one true king, and he doesn’t put up with rivals.  

o Anyone who sets themselves up as king instead of God will be shown to be on the wrong side; one 

day, every knee will bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

• Solomon is not done with his punishment. 

o He doesn’t just kill Adonijah; he works his way through the key supporters of the rival king. 

o The first one is Abiathar the priest in v26-27. 

o Abiathar had been a faithful priest for many years, a man at David’s side while he was on the run 

from Saul, and his involvement in all this is confronting. 

o You would not expect rebellion from Abiathar. 

o He was, as John Woodhouse puts it, a faithful priest who lost his way. 

o Perhaps he saw the opportunity to back the rival king as a way to get more power himself. 

o In any case, Solomon recognises his previous faithful service. 

o Instead of death, he gets house arrest at his estate and the removal of his status as a priest. 

o Another rebel to the true king is dealt with. 

 

• Let’s press pause here for a moment; I think Abiathar’s situation deserves some consideration. 

o Abiathar spent much of his life faithfully and well, only to turn from the true king to support another 

later in life. 

o That’s a warning for all of us. 

o We must never underestimate the depth of our sin; even after a long and faithful life, we can make 

poor, sinful decisions. 

o Don’t get complacent about your service of King Jesus. 

o Anyone can head off in a sinful direction. Even you.  

o You need to commit to serving Jesus on an ongoing basis, every day. 

 

• And then we get to Joab the son of Zeruiah. 

o David had a lot to say about Joab in v5-6. 

o Anyone who has read 1 and 2 Samuel will know of Joab, who was the general in David’s army. 

o He was a powerful and intimidating man. 

▪ We don’t have a physical description, but by the way people treat him, I imagine Joab to be 

the kind of man who dominates a room. 

o He had killed two other generals in cold blood as David referred to, Abner and Amasa; he killed them 

not on David’s orders but to sure up his own position. 

o There was another murder Joab committed that David, I am sure, had in his mind but didn’t say; Joab 

killed David’s son Absalom against David’s orders. 

o And more recently, Joab supported Adonijah, the rival king. 

o Why didn’t David deal with Joab himself? Maybe he was afraid of him. 

o Solomon finally killed Joab using his usual hatchet man; Benaiah did the job. 

o Even Benaiah hesitated at killing Joab in the tabernacle in v30, but his guilt remained, and no altar 

would change that. 

o His life that was full of violence, rebellion, disobedience to the king and supporting a rival king, 

finally ended in v34. 

o The only concession to his long service was burial in his own house. 

 

• Joab lived his life kind of serving the king, except when it got in the way of his own interests. 
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o He had no trouble killing a rival, supporting a rival king, or doing whatever it took to make sure 

things went well for Joab. 

o Again, I feel we can see a little of ourselves in this. 

o If we serve King Jesus, that means that we need to serve him even when it is difficult, even when his 

commands are not what we would personally prefer to do. 

o It means that we spend our money on ministry work even when we’d rather spend more on ourselves. 

o It means we stay ethical in our workplace when others are not; it means we don’t look for glory or 

self-promotion but look to advance Jesus’ interests. 

o Joab was in it for Joab; in the end, the true king would not tolerate such a person who was not loyal 

but self-interested. 

 

• The final person on Solomon’s hit list was Shimei, one of the people David urged him to punish. 

o Shimei cursed David when he fled the city away from his son in 2 Samuel. 

o He mocked the true king when he thought it was safe to do so. 

o Solomon showed grace to Shimei in v36-37; he allowed him to live in Jerusalem, but not to leave.  

o The conditions were clear, and the consequences were outlined. 

o Despite all of this, three years later, Shimei left to chase two servants who had left him. 

o His servants mattered more to him than the word of the king. 

o And once more, justice was done; Shimei was killed by official decree. 

o Shimei valued his money over the king’s orders; in the end, this was a terrible choice. 

 

• Judgement was done in each of these cases; all of them were guilty. 

o In a bigger perspective, all of those punished were unfaithful to the true king. 

o We can expect a reward like Barzillai for serving the true king well, and those who oppose or reject 

the true king can only expect judgement. 

 

• This is the gospel, right here in a strange OT passage. 

o God has anointed Jesus as the true King, the Messiah, the Christ, the one in charge of the whole 

world.  

o All authority in heaven and earth has been given to him. 

o That’s due to his identity as God, and also due to his dying for our sins and rising again. 

o Jesus is God’s king.  

o Those who reject Jesus due to their own interests, like Joab, or due to their money, like Shimei, can 

expect exclusion and rejection by God. 

o Those who set themselves up as king, like Adonijah, or who support a rival king, like Abiathar, can 

also expect exclusion and rejection by God.  

o On the other hand, those like Barzillai, who serve and love King Jesus even when it is difficult, can 

expect a reward. 

o It’s the gospel; your future depends on your attitude to the true king. 

o It’s like the warning in 1 Peter 4; if you live like those who don’t care for Jesus, living in ways that 

are disobedient and rebellious to Jesus, you will need to give an account to him who is ready to judge 

the living and the dead. 

o If that’s you today, if you don’t trust Jesus as the true king and are living for yourself, be warned. 

o Like Joab, like Shimei, one day you will need to face the true king. 

o Make sure you are on the right side before it is too late. 

 

• There is a wrong way to understand what is happening in this passage. 

o Some might think this is an illustration of karma, the idea that people always get what they deserve. 

o Some think that if you do good things, the universe will reward you with good things, and if you do 

bad things, the universe will reward you with bad things. 

o That’s not what is happening here. 

o This is no random ‘what goes around comes around’ type of thing. 

o This is not the universe paying people back; it is God’s king paying people back. 
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o It is quite possible that you can live your whole life being selfish and greedy and rejecting Jesus and 

nothing bad will happen to you in this life. 

o But one day, perhaps after your death, a reckoning will be accounted for. 

o God will bring about justice. It will happen. Of that, you can be sure. 

 

TRANSITION We’ve finished the passage, but there is something to revisit here. A major theme through 1 Kings 2 

is promise-keeping: 

 

3. God keeps his promises, however powerful God’s enemies might be 

 

• Our passage in 1 Kings 2 is a fulfilment of other passages in the Bible.  

o There are quite a few references throughout this chapter about promises being fulfilled, and I want to 

point a few out to you. 

 

• The big promise behind this chapter is 2 Samuel 7; the covenant God made with David. 

o God promised that He would build David a house, a dynasty, a line of kings that would sit on the 

throne, ultimately leading to the great Messiah. 

o We see this mentioned in v4, we see it in the summary of David’s reign in v12, and we know that 

Solomon sees his reign as fulfilling this in v24, 33 and 45. 

o There are echoes of it in other places too. 

o By the time we have reached 1 Kings 2, there have been three major rebellions, rival kings making 

their claim. 

o And now, after they are all over, and their supporters are gone, Solomon is the one on the throne when 

the dust settles. 

o God promised David’s son on the throne; this was later promised to be Solomon; and now, that 

promise has come true. 

o As we always see, God keeps his promises. 

 

• But there are more passages behind this one as well. 

o Psalm 2 is the great coronation psalm of the kings of Israel. 

▪ It spoke of all the rulers of the world opposing God’s true king, and in the end, being shown 

to be defeated. 

▪ God laughs at the opposition to his true king; something we see carried out in 1 Kings 2. 

o The removal of Abiathar as the priest was also a fulfilment of prophecy. 

▪ Right back at the start of 1 Samuel, it was prophesied that all of the descendants of Eli would 

no longer be priests. 

▪ Abiathar was the last one, and his removal fulfilled that too. 

 

• The message is clear: God is a promise-keeping God. If he promises it, we can be sure it will happen. 

o The events leading to Solomon, and later to Jesus, were promised and fulfilled by God. 

o This gives us great confidence that promises that God has made but not yet fulfilled will happen. 

100%. 

o Jesus is coming back. All people will be judged. The dead will be raised. 

o And all who trust Jesus will be with God forever. 

o They will happen. They are as certain as 2 Samuel 7 and the prophecy to Eli. 

 

• If we are to be God’s children, we too need to keep our promises. 

o David did, as did Solomon, as 1 Kings 2 showed us in graphic detail. 

o We need to do this too. 

o Promise keeping is non-negotiable for believers. 

 

• Promises matter. They must be kept. 
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o You have to keep promises made to your children, even the small ones about when you can play with 

them and what you will do with them. 

o You have made big promises too before God, like you did if you have been married, or when you 

became a church member. 

o Christians must be known as promise keepers. 

o Whether a big or a small promise, we need to do what we say we will do. 

o In doing this, we will be sons of our father in heaven. 

 

TRANSITION So what have we learnt from this bloody and difficult passage? 

 

Closing challenge: the king is reigning even now 

 

• Jesus, the true king, is on the throne today. Right now. He is ruling at the right hand of God the Father. 

• This is a most serious reality. 

o It is a reason for great confidence; faithfulness will be rewarded. 

o It is a reason for worry if you are not in the kingdom. 

o It is a reason to take stock of where your priorities lie. 

▪ Don’t settle for half-hearted obedience, following Jesus when it is easy. 

▪ Or following Jesus when it doesn’t impact your money or your plans for your life or your 

personal priorities. 

▪ Jesus is the king. That fact matters more than anything else. 

▪ Celebrate that fact! Even in these troubled times, Jesus is the king. 

▪ That’s true, even when you are in your house and cannot leave. 

▪ It is true, even when your life looks different. 

▪ Honour the king. Serve Jesus first. 

 

 


