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Introduction: the passage we want to skip 

 

• I want you to be honest with me now. 

o Yes, I know the Bible is God’s word. Yes, I believe, like I pray that you do, that all of the Scriptures 

are God-breathed and useful for teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness. 

o In other words, every bit of the Bible is useful for us. 

o But, in practice, some bits of the Bible seem so strange and ancient that we have no idea how they can 

be useful. 

o If we come across them in our personal Bible reading, it can be tempting to skip them.  

o After all, we cannot even pronounce the names in there correctly, and we don’t care for lists of sheep 

and chariots and place names. 

o Let’s get to something that tells us to do something or not do something, or perhaps a passage that 

shows us what God is like. 

o 1 Kings 4 is one of those passages we are tempted to skip over. 

o You can admit it. I know it’s hard to read.  

o And even when we have read it, it seems hard to know what to do with. 

o Yes, Solomon was wealthy, the kingdom was prosperous, and many people helped in some way.  

o There is much more in this for us than that. 

o This is a passage that drives home the reality of God’s blessing for us. 

o When we read it in the context of the wider Bible, this list of ancient names and quantities of food will 

show us what God is like. 

o It will even make us appreciate church a little bit more.  

o Let’s dig in and see for ourselves. 

 

Context: where does this passage fit? 

 

• We’ve now been in 1 Kings for a few weeks. 

o We have seen the death of King David, and the anointing of Solomon as king. 

o Despite a rebellion and powerful opponents, Solomon’s kingdom was established securely in 1 Kings 

2. 

o In chapter 3, last week, we saw Solomon’s kingdom start the right way, even though there were signs 

that not all was well. 

▪ God offered Solomon whatever he wanted, and he asked for wisdom to rule the people well. 

▪ God granted this response, while also giving Solomon wealth and power that he did not ask 

for. 

▪ We saw how that wisdom was used in court matters at the end of chapter 3; now, we see how 

it worked in running a country. 

▪ 1 Kings 4 is a picture of God’s blessing the people through the wisdom of Solomon. 

▪ Here is a kingdom, ruled by God’s king, and it is a glorious thing to see! 

 

• We tend to read 1 Kings 4 and the description of Solomon’s rule negatively because we know how it ended. 

o But note this: the one recounting the story for us is overwhelmingly positive about the kingdom of 

Solomon. 

o This is a happy chapter overall, a picture of God’s blessing. 

o Yes, it is decadent. Yes, it seems extreme to our modern ears. It is supposed to. 
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o But being rich is not always bad, and Solomon’s wealth was a gift from God, as we saw in chapter 3. 

o This is showing us that God’s gifts are bigger and more extreme than we expect. 

 

TRANSITION Our first point today is about organisation: 

 

1. The true king rules with order and equity (v1-19) 

 

• I know that the world is split into two kinds of people: those who like things to be neat and in order and 

planned, and those who like a little more mess and spontaneity. 

o Maybe looking at your desk or your bedroom would reveal which one you are! 

o If you know me, you can guess that I like things being ordered and organised. 

o I like to plan; I use a to-do list every day, I keep my email inbox empty every few days. 

o I could speak for ages about how important organisation is; but I don’t have to tell you about my 

planning, for what we see in 1 Kings 4 is how Solomon planned things out. 

o For a vast, diverse kingdom, things needed to be planned out to run smoothly. 

o You cannot just expect things to work without the right processes. 

 

• So, what processes and people did Solomon set up to make the kingdom run smoothly? 

o V1-6 outline his high officials, his key people. 

▪ Kind of like the cabinet in a government if you like, each one with their own portfolio. 

o Significantly, the first one mentioned is the high priest, Azariah.  

▪ When we read of the list of David’s high officials at the end of 2 Samuel, the first ones 

mentioned are military men. 

▪ We are being shown here that Solomon has a top place for God in his administration. Spiritual 

matters come first. 

o As we scan the list of names in these first few verses, we see some we recognise. 

▪ Some are children of key people under King David, like Azariah. 

▪ We know Benaiah the son of Jehoiada as one of David’s mighty men, loyal to Solomon, who 

was his executioner in chapter 2. 

• He was rewarded with the position of general in the army, now that Joab was dead. 

▪ It appears Abiathar was reinstated to some degree as a priest. 

▪ And Nathan’s son was a priest and king’s friend; this was an official role in ancient courts, 

not just a personal comment. 

 

• We’ll revisit some of these verses later on, but for now, notice that Solomon is good at deferring authority. He 

didn’t try to run everything. 

o Someone did the recording, which involved all administration, another handled the priesthood, 

another the palace, another the labour.  

o You need key people you can trust in these positions, and he has found them. 

o It isn’t that different from the good advice Jethro gave to Moses so many years earlier; you need to 

delegate things, else they won’t get done. 

 

• That same principle is applied to providing food for the king and his household. 

o His household, the royal court, was a large group of people. 

o When hosting others at the palace, the king would be expected to provide food fit for a king; this food 

was also used for foreign visitors and festivals. 

o A lot of food was required. 

o The solution is from v7. 

o Solomon split the kingdom into 12 districts, and each one provided food for a month. 

o Then, from v8 through to v19, we are told the names of the men in charge of the 12 districts and 

which area they were over. 

o They also had a governor over all of them. 
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• We’ll get to the names in a moment, but you might be wondering something here. 

o Wasn’t the country already split into 12?  

o There were 12 tribes; wouldn’t it be easier simply to get each tribe to provide a month’s food? 

o Well, yes, it would be easier, but this way is fairer. 

o The 12 districts are of roughly equal area and population. 

o The 12 tribes varied dramatically in size. 

▪ Benjamin was tiny and Manasseh was huge. 

▪ Asking each tribe to provide a month’s food would be unreasonable for some and too little for 

others. 

▪ This is fair and prevents tribal resentment and inequality. 

▪ It is, as you might expect, a very wise way to do things. 

 

• Well, why do we need to know all of the names of the 12 overseers for food provision? 

o Why do we care about Ben-Abinadab and Ahimaaz? 

o Some are relatives of Solomon, most we know nothing about. 

o I think the names listed here tell us something important. 

o Although these men are only regional officials, their work led to equity and the wise running of a 

whole kingdom. 

o They worked in their bit to the benefit of all. 

o Everyone matters in Gods kingdom. All of God’s citizens matter. 

o Which means you matter. 

o Your service in the church might be small, but it matters a great deal. 

o Your service in the world and influence on your employer, employees and neighbours matters a great 

deal. 

o None of us, not even King Solomon, can do everything, nor should we. 

o We work on our small bit, and if everyone does that, the whole is something beautiful and ordered. 

 

• Do you see what this passage leads us to? 

o It shows us the great benefits of fair taxation and government bureaucracy! 

o Often, we complain about tax, and we complain about government departments. 

o But when they run well and fairly, everyone benefits, and they are not curses but blessings to all. 

o We should be grateful for things that are run and organised well. 

o Some of you come from countries full of corruption and inefficiencies; if you have lived in that kind 

of place, having order is a wonderful gift. 

 

• Of course, this points us to God, for our God is a God of order. 

o God ordered creation just as he wanted it to be, created in a set order, made to function under the 

oversight of people. 

o God orders relationships as he wants them to be, with instructions on how husbands and wives are to 

relate, slaves and masters, and church leadership. 

o God orders church worship services to be as he wants them to be, not disordered and messy, but all 

done in ways that make sense and are understandable, for God is not a God of disorder but of peace. 

 

• I don’t think I’ve ever preached on a passage that has an application of the importance of organisation, but this 

is one. 

o You might remember that in 1 Corinthians 10, in a list of possible spiritual gifts to the church, Paul 

includes the gift of administration. 

o That’s not a gift many people pray for, I think. 

o More want gifts of healing or leadership or something. 

o But any church family needs people with organisational gifts; they keep things running smoothly to 

the benefit of everyone. 

 

• I have to say something to those who care nothing for planning and organisation. 

o Those who love just to see what happens and who hate planning. 
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o You know who you are. 

o Organisation matters. It is wise. It is not just for other people. 

o If you are scattered and disorganised, it can be unloving to those around you. 

o Tasks get forgotten. Important things get missed.  

o Without meaning to, injustices get done. 

o You need to see the wisdom of 1 Kings 4 and be honest with your situation. 

o It might not be how you ordinarily think, but you will benefit others if you take this seriously. 

 

• I also need to say something to the organised, the administrators and planners among us. 

o You are probably feeling a little smug right now. Don’t be. 

o Notice something here. Solomon ordered things this way for the good of the whole kingdom. 

o The wisdom God gave him was for leading well, not just for his personal benefit. 

o If you are organised, but all of it is so you have a better life, that’s using a useful skill for a selfish 

purpose. 

o Being organised should help you serve others; you can plan to include the important God-honouring 

things into your life. 

o Make sure you plan for growth in Bible reading and prayer, in service, in godliness. 

o If you just save and plan to build a better house and fit more activities that benefit you into your life, 

that’s not enough. 

 

• We should also be grateful for those who are involved in organisation in the church and in the world. 

o Leading people is difficult. 

o That’s true for elders in the church, for managers in companies, and for governments. 

o Be slow to criticise and quick to appreciate organisation and leadership. 

o They are gifts from God and benefit everyone if done well. 

 

TRANSITION Solomon is wise, as we know, and applied that wisdom in many ways. The overall picture of his 

kingdom is a powerful one: 

 

2. Solomon’s kingdom confirms God’s faithfulness and blessing (v20-34) 

 

• As we come to the descriptions of the kingdom of Solomon, remember that the tone here is positive. 

o We bring our hatred of extravagance to the text; remember that we need to read the passage on its 

merits, based on what we are told. 

o We see opulence and decadence, and we think that is a bad thing. 

o It often is! 

o But that’s not the intention here, to show us that decadence led to the downfall of the kingdom, as we 

saw with the Roman Empire, for example. 

o No, this passage is here to show us the extent of God’s blessing om Solomon. 

o This is how God has given riches to Solomon as he promised in 1 Kings 3:13, riches and honour so 

that no other king could compare to Solomon. 

 

• Let’s look at the detail here. 

o V20 is about as positive a verse as you could say about any kingdom anywhere. 

▪ The people are numerous, too many to count. 

▪ And they ate and drank and were happy. 

▪ Happy! The people of this kingdom were happy! 

▪ You could often say this of kings or the royal court, but here the description is applied to 

everyone. 

o On top of this, v21 says, they had peace with everyone around them. 

▪ That’s because they had conquered them all. 

▪ This is Israel at its largest point, larger than it ever was or ever would be in the future. 

▪ Unlike under David, where there were problems with Moab and Midian and the Philistines, 

Solomon ruled over all of them. 
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▪ They brought tribute; not all of Solomon’s wealth came from taxing people. 

 

• V22-23 are full of numbers, and they are numbers we are supposed to be amazed at. 

o This is what was needed for one day in Solomon’s court. 

o Over 6000L of flour, 10 oxen, 12 cows, 100 sheep and even more than that. 

o In one day! 

o This is here so we can be amazed at the numbers; this is wealth beyond the dreams of anyone. This is 

ridiculous! 

o But in case we think this is all at the expense of the poor, v25 assures us that this was good for the 

ordinary people too. 

o In a description used of safety in other places in the OT, every man lived under his vine and his fig 

tree, wherever they lived. 

o They had all they needed, their own property, their own secure life. 

o This is a life you cannot live in wartime; this is what peace and wise leadership have brought them. 

o V27 tells that despite all of this, nothing was lacking. 

o They had enough to supply all of this and more. 

 

• Did you hear that description? No kingdom in history had that kind of description. 

o This is like a little kid describing something at the zoo or a dinosaur. 

▪ It was this big! 

▪ You should have seen it – it was incredible, massive, amazing! 

▪ That’s the feeling here. 

▪ Did you see the numbers? They are off the charts, more than we can even imagine. 

 

• This is one of those passages where there are echoes and links to other OT passages and promises that came 

before it. 

o If you know your OT well, there should be many places here that the language sounds familiar to you. 

o Specifically, we see here the fulfilment of promises to Abraham, to Israel, and to David. 

o Abraham first. 

▪ In Genesis 12:2, God promised Abraham that his descendants would be a great nation; and 

now here they are, a great nation. 

▪ In Gen 22:17, God told Abraham his descendants would be as numerous as the sand on the 

seashore, the same language we see in v20. It has come true. 

▪ In Gen 15:18, God promised Abraham the land of his descendants would stretch from Egypt 

to the Euphrates. That is the same as the extent of Solomon’s kingdom in v21. 

o Or, we also see the fulfilment of the promised blessings from the end of Deuteronomy, made to the 

people of Israel. 

▪ The promises in Deuteronomy 28 of peace and domination of enemies, of blessing in 

produce, the establishment of a kingdom, all of this is now true in Solomon’s time. 

o We also see the fulfilment of the promises to David from 2 Samuel 7. 

▪ A son sits on David’s throne; many must have wondered if the promised king who would rule 

forever had already arrived in the next generation! 

 

• The writer of 1 Kings 4 is saying to us: look at this! Look how God has brought his promises about! 

o Great is his faithfulness! 

o Here is a real picture of God’s blessing and fulfilled promises. 

o Here is what the kingdom of God looks like. 

 

• We’ve seen this in previous weeks, but here we see it again. 

o God keeps his promises. He always has, and he always will. 

o Remember where we have been in 1 Kings so far. 

▪ It could have been civil war, destruction and worse, but by chapter 4, we have this glorious 

kingdom. 
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▪ God’s promises might have looked unlikely only a few years earlier, and now large numbers 

of them are coming true. 

▪ Even when it seems uncertain, God is working. 

▪ Even when it looks bleak, God’s promises will be fulfilled. 

 

• And on top of this, we have Solomon’s wisdom explained to us at the end of chapter 4, from v29-34. 

o So many other empires and kingdoms have had good organisation and decadence, but this godly 

kingdom is different. 

o There is wisdom here; the wisdom of God to make the right decisions. 

o Look at how Solomon’s wisdom is described here. 

o Wiser than other people we have forgotten like Ethan the Ezrahite and the sons of Mahol. 

▪ You’ve never heard of them, but people still speak of the wisdom of Solomon. 

o There was much writing and recording of Solomon’s wisdom; we have some of it in the Bible. 

▪ You can read it in Proverbs, in Song of Songs, and in Ecclesiastes, alongside what we read 

about in 1 Kings. 

o Interestingly, a lot of this wisdom had to do with the natural world that God made, things like animals 

and plants. 

▪ In other words, Solomon was a scientist. 

▪ He examined and learnt about God’s world, knowing things that others before him did not 

know. 

▪ True wisdom, and real science, flows from the fact that God is a God of order and made his 

world understandable. 

o All of this led to an excellent reputation among the nations. 

▪ Solomon became a tourist attraction! 

▪ We will read of a visit from the Queen of Sheba, but this verse indicates that visits from 

foreign rulers were quite frequent. 

▪ After all, if you’re facing a tricky decision at home, why not consult the wisest man in the 

world? 

 

• Let’s not misread this passage: this doesn’t mean every Christian will be happy and healthy, and that if you 

are not, you don’t trust God’s promises. 

o This is a special time in history, and as we will see, it was far from perfect despite the positive 

description here. 

o For almost all the rest of Biblical history, we don’t see this kind of thing; this is unique. 

o We can conclude that being in God’s kingdom means blessing, that’s valid. 

▪ But the blessing is not always your own property or earthly safety; it is the blessing of being 

at peace with God, having future hope, and a full, content life. 

 

TRANSITION Observant readers of 1 Kings 4 will notice that, among all the excitement and highlights of this 

kingdom, all was not perfect: 

 

3. Solomon’s kingdom anticipates the kingdom of God under King Jesus 

 

• I have been at pains to show that this passage paints a very positive picture of Solomon’s kingdom. 

o One of the reasons I have done this is because there are negatives in here. 

o Some commentators, and readers, think that these negatives mean that the kingdom wasn’t so good; 

but the point here is that it was! 

o It was amazingly good and prosperous! 

o But it was earthly, and not perfect, and we need to see this to help us understand Jesus better. 

 

• Well, what are the signs that not all was well? 

o The two secretaries of v2 have Egyptian sounding names; that’s not so obvious in English, but it 

suggests a close relationship with Egypt that was unseemly. 
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o Then, among the high officials of Solomon, we read of Adoniram the son of Abda in v6, who was in 

charge of the forced labour. 

▪ We skip over this in the list of names, but it should worry us. 

▪ Forced labour. That’s slavery. 

▪ There was a high official whose job it was to force people to work on projects. That wasn’t 

supposed to be present in God’s people. 

o All of this provision for the king’s table means a lot of tax. 

▪ Right now, in 1 Kings 4, the tax might have been high, but it was fair.  

▪ This would become a problem later on. 

▪ We know that after Solomon’s death, this taxation would be one of the main concerns of the 

people. 

o Solomon’s decadence in his court was foretold by Samuel in 1 Samuel 8. 

▪ When the people asked for a king, Samuel warned them that this would mean tax and 

conscription and would cost a lot of money. 

▪ Samuel was proved right. That’s precisely what we have here. 

o Solomon’s high number of horses and chariots that we see in v26 was forbidden in Deut 17. 

▪ The people were supposed to trust in God for protection, not a large military strength. 

o Things were not perfect in this near-perfect kingdom. 

 

• Solomon was a sinner. I hope that doesn’t come as a surprise. 

o Even the wisest man who ever lived made unwise decisions and disobeyed God at some key points. 

o And that’s before we mention his issue with women that this passage doesn’t mention. 

o This kingdom was good. That is important. 

o But it was not perfect. 

o It points us forward to something better. 

o It is a fulfilment of the covenant promises, but not the final fulfilment. 

 

• Jesus the true king, the one greater than Solomon (Luke 11:31). 

o Jesus came to earth as a man, died for the sins of all who believe, and rose from the dead to show all 

of this was true. 

o Jesus was calling a people to himself, inaugurating a kingdom of God. 

o If you read Jesus’ teaching, much of it concerns the kingdom of God, a kingdom where he has all 

power and authority. 

 

• Right now, we are citizens of the kingdom of God, if we trust in Jesus as our Saviour and King. 

o Right now. Today. 

o We are part of a kingdom, the kingdom of God. 

o Yes, it is not in its full form yet, but we already experience the benefits. 

o The church is the current form of the kingdom of God, with Jesus as the head. 

o In some ways, what we have today in the church is better than Solomon’s kingdom. 

▪ That might not be immediately obvious, but think about it. 

▪ Solomon’s kingdom was over one ethnic group; Jesus’ kingdom is for all nations. 

▪ Solomon was wise and good but far from perfect; our king is perfect in every way and 

without sin. 

▪ Solomon brought about peace with other nations; King Jesus brought about peace with God 

on the cross. 

 

• The church is a wonderful blessing! 

o We feel that now, I hope. We feel the importance of one another while apart, and we miss the 

gathering of God’s people together. 

o Kevin DeYoung and Ted Kluck wrote a book some years ago now called “Why we love the church” 

which is worth a read. 

o There is so much we take for granted that is so good about being part of God’s people now.  
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• God is not finished though.  

• We anticipate an even fuller kingdom in eternity. 

o The kind of thing mentioned in Rev 7, among other places. 

o When we are finally in God’s kingdom in eternity, in heaven, we will be free of all the issues from 

being sinners in a sinful world. 

▪ There will be no crying, no pain, no mourning. 

o We will live with our perfect, eternal king; Solomon died, and not long after 1 Kings 4, this kingdom 

split and went backwards ever afterwards. 

o In heaven, we will have happiness far greater than those in Solomon’s time. 

o We will experience the salvation that is bigger than prosperity, more important than riches. 

o We will be living under ultimate wisdom and justice that is perfect. 

o We will be, to use the words of Revelation 7, sheltered with God’s presence; ultimate, permanent 

protection, better than Solomon, better than the shelter under our own vine and fig tree in 1 Kings 4. 

o We will eat at the king’s table, the wedding feast of the Lamb; food fit for a king, but a table where 

everyone is invited to come, whoever they are. 

 

• Heaven will be so much better than we imagine it to be. 

o We can picture a world which is a bit better than our current one; heaven is so much better it is hard 

for us to grasp how good it will be. 

o No political leader can give that to you, however wise and powerful. 

o That is only available through trusting in Jesus. 

 

• It is a wonderful honour to be called by the name of Jesus Christ, to be a Christian, a citizen of the kingdom of 

God. 

o Maybe you feel a bit negative about life right now. I understand. 

▪ But spend time counting your blessings, what you have in Jesus that cannot be taken away. 

o Don’t just look at the problems you face; they are there, of course, like in Solomon’s kingdom, there 

were problems. 

o But see the wonder of what God has done for you, and for me. 

o We are part of a multiethnic church, a sign of a multiethnic kingdom. 

o This kingdom is expanding right now, all around the world. 

o And one day, soon, we will worship with the saints together in heaven. 

o Praise God! 

 

 

 

 

 


