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1 Kings 5-7 

“The Glorious Temple of the LORD” 

Sermon Notes 

17 May 2020 

 

Introduction: Feeling Isolated 

• Many of us have been in some form of self-isolation for the last two months. 

o And until the last couple weeks, most of us were completely cut off from our 

friends 

▪ Cut off from everyone except our closest family. 

• And I suspect that after two months of self-quarantine, we’re probably starting to feel 

a little bit isolated, a little bit disconnected. 

o If you’re anything like me, you might even be getting Zoom fatigue 

o Because yes, it’s great to see our family and friends on the computer screen 

▪ But after a while, we long for something more 

• For person to person, face to face fellowship 

• And even as the restrictions around us start to slowly ease 

o If we’re honest, things still feel strange 

o Even when we can see our friends in person, we still can’t give them a warm 

handshake or that big hug that we’re used to 

▪ We still have to stand at a distance, two arm lengths apart 

o So we long for personal presence, for an end to isolation, for the easing of 

social distancing 

• Well, today I want to suggest that there’s a very good reason that we feel so unusual 

in isolation 

o Because God has made us for fellowship with one another 

▪ And even more than that, God has made us to live in relationship with 

Him 

• God has made us to live in the presence of our King 

• And in our passage today, amid all this architecture detail, amid all these obscure 

measurements, it’s this message 

o This message of God’s presence among His people 

▪ Of God living in the middle of His children 

• That is at the heart and center of the temple 

o And, as we’ll see, it’s this message of God’s presence 

▪ That offers us immense comfort and hope 

• In fact, the message for us this morning is simply this: 

o God remembers His promises by building His glorious house where He dwells 

among His people. 

• Today, we’ll see first how this message applies the shadows of 1 Kings. 

o And then, we’ll see how the temple points us forward to the substance, the 

realities in Jesus Christ 

o It’s our two points today: 

▪ First, the shadows 

▪ And then, the substance 

I. The Shadows (1 Kings 5-7) 

A. God Remembers His Promises 
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• In 5:3, this entire section on the temple begins by reminding us of God’s promises to 

David 

o Promises that David’s son would sit on David’s throne and build God’s house 

o And 6:1 tells us that God began to fulfill these promises 480 years after the 

Exodus 

▪ All the way back in Exodus, centuries before, God’s people were 

already waiting for a day when God would live among them in His 

temple 

• I don’t know about you, but I can sometimes get a little bit impatient 

o Two months of social distancing seems like a long time 

o And when things don’t happen on our planned schedule 

▪ When we’ve been praying but nothing seems to happen 

▪ When raising kids seems like long, hard, thankless work 

▪ When Christian growth doesn’t come overnight 

o We sometimes start to wonder if God has forgotten us 

• But when that happens 

o Then the message of 1 Kings 5 and 6 is a truth we need to hear again 

o The Israelites may have expected the temple to be built long before this 

▪ A generation before, King David wanted to build God’s house 

o But God had His own schedule, God had His own plan 

• And now at last 

o In real history 

▪ In a date we can pinpoint down to the year 

• In 967 BC, God remembers His promises 

o God fulfills His word 

o But take careful note of this: God does it in His own timing 

• Listen: it is entirely possible that we may not see the answer to some prayers in this 

life 

o We may not fully understand what God is doing with Covid-19 

o We may not know all the reasons for our suffering 

▪ God may not work on our schedule 

• But we can be confident of this 

o Even after 480 years, God remembers His promises 

▪ And here in 1 Kings, He does it by building His glorious house 

B. By Building His glorious house 

• I suspect when most of us heard this passage, we probably wondered: “Why is all of 

this detail in our Bibles?” 

o After all, the account of the temple is four long chapters, 170 verses 

▪ This is not a short tweet 

▪ This is not a 15 second video on TikTok 

• So, it’s natural to ask: why all this detail? 

o Why can’t the author just say: Solomon built a nice temple and move on to the 

exciting stuff? 

• Well, the length of these chapters, it’s a clue that the temple is important, it is central 

to God’s plan 

o Have you ever asked a grandparent how their grandchildren are doing? 

▪ If so, you probably got a lengthy answer 

o The proud grandparents might show you the lastest picture on their phones 
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▪ Or tell you the adorable story of little Suzie learning to walk 

o And that’s right, it’s natural 

▪ Because they love their grandkids, they want to tell you all about them 

o Or if you talk to me right now, you’re probably going to hear about Ah 

Young’s pregnancy 

▪ Because the things we talk about most 

• They reveal what’s most important to us 

• And with these four long chapters, the author is showing us that 

o More important than Solomon’s palace 

▪ More important than the riches of the kingdom 

• Is the temple of God 

o And the importance of the temple lies not in the building by itself 

▪ But in the fact that this is where God lived among His people 

• This is where God was worshipped 

• And all of detail of these chapters—all of this loving attention to detail—reminds us 

that the God we worship deserves our very best 

o God’s house is built with cedar from Lebanon (5:1-6) 

▪ This is the best that money can buy 

• It’s not something you can get at the local Bunnings 

o And did you notice all of the references to gold? 

▪ The house, the altar, the table, the lampstands, the cherubim, even the 

floor—all of it is overlaid with gold (7:48) 

o In fact, the beauty of God’s temple extends all the way from the intricate detail 

▪ The smallest carvings and artwork and vessels 

o All the way up to the massive cherubim  

▪ These angels 4.5 meters high guarding the very presence of God 

o From the smallest details to the biggest pillars, this temple would take your 

breath away 

▪ Just imagine the cost, the beauty, the glory of God’s house 

• But all of this created glory—this gold and silver and bronze, this costly cedar, this 

intricate, minute detail and imposing, massive grandeur 

o All of this created glory is pointing past itself to the uncreated, the all-

surpassing glory and worth and beauty and majesty of God  

• And brothers and sisters: this is the God we worship 

o The LORD who sits enthroned above the cherubim 

▪ The God who is more glorious, more costly, more precious than all the 

gold of the temple 

• The God who deserves our very best 

• Friends, in a couple moths, we’ll hopefully be able to gather again for corporate 

worship 

o And as we prepare for that day, it’s worth asking, it’s worth considering: 

▪ Do we put this much time, this much care, this much focus and 

attention into our worship of God? 

▪ Do we think about the details as we worship? 

• Do we think about the words of the songs, the prayers, the 

sermons 

▪ Is worshiping God on Sunday the highlight of our week? 

• Or is just an optional extra for us? 

• The amount of time we spend reveals what is most important 
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o And in these four long chapters, the author is showing us that what is most 

important of all 

▪ Is the worship of the living God 

• And while this is true in a special way on Sundays as we gather 

o It is also has application to everything we do 

o In fact, as Dale Ralph Davis points out here, no detail done in service of 

God—no matter how small it may seem to us—none of it escapes God’s 

notice 

▪ Or as Luther memorably puts it: 

• God smiles when parents change a dirty nappy in godly love 

and in Christian faith (paraphrase) 

• Friends, whether it’s the intricate details of Solomon’s temple 

o Or the day-to-day details of working from home 

▪ Studying at school 

• Changing nappies 

o God cares about everything done in His service 

▪ And whatever we do, this glorious God deserves our very best 

• The temple shows us God remembers His promises on His schedule 

o The glorious temple calls us to wholehearted service of our glorious God 

▪ But even more, the temple shows us God’s presence among His people 

C. God’s Presence Among His People 

• Look back at 6:13 

o There, right in the middle of this description of God’s glorious house 

o God says to Solomon 

▪ “I will dwell among the children of Israel and will not forsake my 

people.” 

• And this promise of God’s presence with His people 

o It takes us all the way back to the garden of Eden 

o Because there, at the very beginning of time, God lived in perfect fellowship 

with Adam and Eve 

▪ God walked with His people in face to face communion (Genesis 3:8) 

• But then, Adam and Eve sinned 

o They rebelled against their Creator 

o And when they did, their relationship with God was broken 

▪ They ran and hid from God’s presence 

• They were cast out of the garden 

o In fact, Genesis 3 tells us that the way back into God’s presence is shut 

▪ Guarded by cherubim with flaming swords 

o And ever since that fateful day, you and me, we are born outside of Eden, 

outside of God’s temple 

▪ In broken relationship with our Creator 

• In our sin, running from the presence of God 

• Until here in 1 Kings 5, we have a new temple 

o A temple is filled with imagery from Eden 

o The plants and flowers, the animals and seas, the abundant gold, even the 

cherubim guarding God’s presence 

▪ All of it reminds us of Eden 

• It begins to look like Eden restored 
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o But when we look more closely, we see all in not well 

▪ Even this glorious temple is only a shadow 

D. It’s Only a Shadow 

• At the very beginning of chapter 7, we’re introduced to another house 

o King Solomon has been busy 

▪ Not just building the temple 

• But also building his own house 

o And the author is very careful to point out to us that Solomon spends almost 

twice as long on his house as he does on God’s house 

▪ And if we spend the most time on what is most important to us 

• Then alarm bells should be going off 

o And notice: Solomon’s house is much, much bigger than the God’s house 

▪ Depending on how we measure, maybe four times bigger (compare the 

volume of 6:2 with 7:2) 

o And in 7:8, Solomon’s sinful marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter is mentioned 

again 

▪ This is not quite Eden after all 

• And what makes this so alarming is God’s word back in 6:12 

o There God says, “If you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep 

all my commandments and walk in them, then . . . I will dwell among the 

children of Israel.” 

o Did you hear it? 

▪ If you walk in my ways 

▪ If you keep my commands 

▪ If you obey me 

o But the problem is Solomon is already failing 

▪ The wisest of Israel’s kings 

• The man who does so much good—yes so much good—in 

building God’s glorious house 

▪ He is still a fallen man 

• And a sinful king 

o And if God’s promise of His presence is somehow linked to the obedience of 

the king 

▪ Then God’s people are in big trouble 

▪ In fact, within 400 years, God’s presence will depart, the temple will 

be destroyed, the people will go into exile 

• And if we’re tempted to shake at heads at foolish Solomon, at sinful Israel 

o We need to pause for just a second 

o Because the truth is that you and I are not so very different 

▪ Just ask yourself: what do I spend the most time on? 

o If we’re honest, it’s easy to spend hours watching Netflix 

▪ And then struggle to pray for more than a few minutes 

o If we’re honest, most of us make goals for our education or our careers or our 

retirement 

▪ But when was the last time we made goals for our Christian growth? 

• Or goals—under God—of how we might take part in the 

building of His kingdom? 

• Friends, we are sinners who get our priorities all mixed up 
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o We are sinners who fail to serve God with wholehearted devotion 

▪ So what we really need 

• Is a greater king who will establish a greater temple as the place 

of God’s permanent presence 

o We need not the shadows of 1 Kings 

▪ We need the substance, the reality that is found only in Jesus Christ 

• First, the shadows 

o But now, the substance 

II. The Substance 

• Kids—have you ever seen your shadow on the ground? 

o Your outline cast by the bright summer sun? 

o If you have, you know your shadow isn’t the full you. 

▪ It’s just an outline, it’s just a figure 

o And the presence of your shadow, it points past itself, back to you 

▪ Back to the reality, to the substance 

• Without you, there would be no shadow 

• Well, Hebrews 8 tells us that the OT temple—for all its glory—it is only a shadow 

(Heb 8:5) 

o Yes, the OT people really enjoyed God’s presence in the temple 

▪ But the even in OT, the temple was pointing forward 

• It was a shadow, a copy of a deeper, fuller, richer reality still to 

come 

A. Jesus as the True Temple 

• And that reality is Jesus Christ Himself 

o Matthew tells us in Jesus Christ, one greater than the temple is here (Matt 

12:6) 

▪ Because Jesus embodies God’s presence with God’s people 

• Not in a physical building 

o But in His very person 

o And Jesus even calls Himself the true temple (John 2:19-21) 

▪ Because Jesus is God dwelling, God tabernacling, templing among His 

people (John 1:14) 

• And listen: in Jesus Christ, the created glory, the created splendor and majesty and 

might and beauty of the OT temple 

o It is far-surpassed 

o By the unspeakable glory of the uncreated person of God’s eternal Son (John 

1:18) 

▪ The one who is the radiance of the Father’s glory 

• And the exact impress of His nature (Hebrews 1:3) 

o Jesus is the substance of the OT shadows 

▪ Because in Jesus Christ, God remembers all of His promises—yes, 

even after thousands of years 

• And in the glorious person of Jesus Christ, God dwells among 

His people 

• But it’s even better than that 

o Because Jesus doesn’t just live among His people for a few short years 

▪ No, Jesus secures God’s presence with us—now and for all eternity 
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o In fact, if God’s presence with His people is somehow wrapped up in the 

obedience of the King 

▪ Then Jesus Christ is the perfect King we need 

o Because unlike Adam, unlike Solomon, unlike us 

o Jesus perfectly obeys God’s law 

▪ Jesus walks in all of God’s rules 

• Jesus follows all of God’s commands 

o And on the cross, Jesus suffers God’s punishment in our place 

▪ Jesus is cast out (as it were) from God’s very presence 

o So that everyone who repents and believes in Christ is brought back into 

relationship with God 

▪ Brought into the very presence of our King 

B. The Church as the Temple 

• I don’t know if it’s a big deal here 

o But in America, many Christians are waiting for the physical temple to be 

rebuilt in Jerusalem 

▪ They think: wouldn’t that be an amazing sight? 

• But the truth is, we don’t need the physical temple to be rebuilt 

o Because as Christians, we have something far, far better 

▪ Something far more glorious 

o Because right now, already—through faith in Jesus Christ—you are a temple 

of the living God (2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:19-22) 

• For years, this really confused me 

o How can Christians be temples if Jesus is the temple? 

▪ Which is it? 

o Well the answer is both 

o In fact, it’s precisely because Jesus is the temple 

▪ That you and I can be called temples of God 

o Because as soon as we believe in Jesus 

▪ We are connected, joined, united to Christ by His Spirit 

• Filled with the presence of God Himself 

• And friends, when we feel the struggle of self-isolation or loneliness or grief 

o When God’s timeframe isn’t the same as ours 

▪ When Christian growth is so much slower than we expected 

▪ When the popular kids at school ignore us 

▪ When we feel weak and foolish 

o Know this: the same glorious God who was present in Solomon’s temple 

▪ The LORD who sits enthroned above the cherubim 

• That very God has come to live in our hearts by His Spirit 

o We don’t need a physical building in Jerusalem 

▪ Because the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead 

▪ Is living and working in our hearts right now 

• Stirring us to new obedience 

• Comforting us in times of sorrow 

• Praying for us with groans too deep for words 

• Brothers and sisters, even now, God is fulfilling His promises 

o Even now, God is building His church into His glorious house 

▪ Even now, we are temples of the living God 
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• Kids: when you see your shadow on the ground 

o Remember that the shadow of the temple is giving way to the substance in 

Jesus Christ 

Conclusion: The Temple in the New Creation 

• But you know, as amazing as this is 

o The reality of God’s presence among us now 

▪ It’s just the down payment  

• Just the foretaste of something even better 

• Because one day, Jesus Christ Himself will return  

o And in the new creation, amid streets paved with gold 

o The echoes of Eden, the shadows of the temple 

▪ Will give way to the heavenly reality 

• And we will behold the uncreated glory of our God face to face 

o The struggles of self-isolation and social distancing will be forever 

▪ And God Himself—think of it—God Himself will not stand 2 meters 

away from us 

• No, He will gather us into His arms and wipe away every tear 

from our eyes 

• So brothers and sisters, even after two months of self-isolation 

o Even after 2000 years since Jesus’ coming 

o God still remembers His promises 

▪ God is present with us by His Spirit now 

▪ And in His own timing, in the glory of the new creation 

• God will live among His people forever and ever and ever 

• Even so, come Lord Jesus. 


