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SERMON NOTES 

Simon van Bruchem 

 

THE JOY OF KNOWING GOD 

I Kings 8, Rev 21:1-8 

 

For All Nations Presbyterian Church, 24 May 2020 

 

Introduction: the joy of worship 

 

• Are you excited about being at church, whether online or in real life? 

o Are ‘excited’ and ‘joyful’ the best words to describe your attitude to church? 

o We miss gathering together in one place, so maybe now we appreciate the wonder of corporate 

worship. 

o At least, more than before. 

o But I know we’ve all had those Sundays when church is not what we feel like. 

o It seems too much effort; there are things about the service we’d prefer to be different; there are 

people we like, but people we don’t get on with very well. 

o And, for All Nations people, we need to travel to the city, where not many of us live! 

o Sometimes Sunday mornings feel like work, or a routine we just do, rather than filling us with 

anticipation and joy. 

 

• Our passage describes a worship service, one to remember for the ages. 

o Not because the band was good; we are not even told about the music. 

o But this service symbolised something immensely important. 

o It is one of those golden passages in the Bible crammed with wonderful encouragement; we have a 

wealth of rich material in our passage. 

o In fact, John Woodhouse in his commentary suggests that this passage might well be the high point of 

Old Testament history. 

▪ That’s how central and important this chapter is. 

o My prayer for all of us today is that we will be excited about God and worship and that we will see 

how good our God is. 

 

Context: Solomon and the temple 

 

• Before we look at 1 Kings 8, let’s remember where we have been. 

o The book of 1 Kings started with a rebellion and a very old and weak king David. 

o After some hiccups, and some serious opponents, Solomon’s reign was established and he was the 

undisputed king of Israel. 

o He was granted wisdom by God that was more than any other person. 

o We saw him apply his wisdom to court cases in chapter 3, to running the country in chapter 4, and to 

building the temple in chapters 5-7. 

o And now, in chapter 8, we see Solomon apply his wisdom to theology, to understanding God and 

worshipping him well. 

 

• Much of 1 Kings 8 is a prayer; and what a prayer! 

o Don’t be put off by the length of this chapter. I know that very long prayers in real life can be hard to 

concentrate on. 

o If you haven’t read it all yet, please set aside time today to do that.  

o This passage rewards careful reading. 

o It has history, promise fulfilment, future hope, certainty about God…great stuff. 
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TRANSITION I’ve structured this sermon in a way to try to get to the heart of what this long passage tells us 

about God. The first blessing we see is God’s presence: 

 

1. Having God’s presence is an incredible privilege 

 

• As Tim has spoken about last week, in the temple, we see the presence of God symbolised.  

o This is God dwelling among his people.  

o Out of all the nations, God chose this people to be his. 

o In the past, God walked with his newly created people in Genesis, he lived among them in the 

tabernacle, and now he is living among them in the temple. 

o This is a great privilege.  

 

• The focus at the start of our passage is the ark, the golden box that was at the core of the tabernacle and now 

the temple. 

o The ark is mentioned over and over from v1-9; the writer doesn’t want us to miss the significance of 

the ark being present. 

o This is the box that symbolised God’s presence, built in the wilderness after the Exodus, carried with 

the people into the promised land. 

o The waters of the Jordan parted when the priests carrying the ark stepped into the river. 

o When the Israelites lost the ark to the Philistines, God showed his power in oppressing the Philistines. 

o When the ark returned to Israel, God showed that it was a dangerous thing to take his presence lightly. 

o And when David took the ark into its current location, there was a great party and celebration! 

o And now the ark is moved again, this time into the temple. 

o The ark contained the ten commandments on tablets of stone, as we are told in v9. 

o (Other items which were not mentioned like Aarons’ staff that budded and the jar of manna were with 

the ark, not in it). 

o Here we have the main symbol of God’s presence, the ark of the covenant of the LORD as it is called 

in v1, in the temple Solomon has built. 

 

• This passage shows a moving from temporary to permanent; from a tent to a solid building. 

o This is fitting at the Feast of Tabernacles which celebrated the people being in tents in the wilderness. 

o And it is no ordinary building, as we saw last week; this is a building unlike any the world has ever 

seen.  

o A giant, gold structure; the pinnacle of the wealth of Solomon and the centre of the city of Jerusalem. 

 

• There is something we can miss here, however. Having God dwell among you is a wonderful blessing, but it 

is also a costly privilege. 

o You cannot take God living among you lightly.  

o Look at v5. 

o As Solomon and the people moved the ark to the temple, they sacrificed so many sheep and oxen that 

they could not be counted. 

o As they could count to 1000 sacrifices in chapter 3, this is describing a lot of animals! 

o You can never take it for granted that God is with you; God is holy, and we are not. 

o If we are to live with a holy God, we need to have sacrifices made on our behalf; otherwise, it is 

incredibly dangerous for us. 

o We deserve judgement from God. We cannot assume we can coexist with God easily. 

 

• The peak of the celebration, the highlight, is in v10. 

o  A cloud fills the house of the LORD. 

o Now, we are told it is inconvenient, for it stops the sacrificing for a time. 

o But v11 tells us what it means. 

o It means the glory of the LORD is filling the house of the LORD. 

o This is supernatural; this is God showing his approval of this temple and commissioning it. 

o This cannot be done by people; this is done by God himself. 
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o It is the same thing that happened when the tabernacle was finished; God has commissioned his 

temple as official. 

o Solomon goes on in v12 to say that God said he would dwell in thick darkness. 

▪ That phrase, “thick darkness”, is unusual.  

▪ Solomon could only have been referring to one place. 

▪ He is referring to when Israel gathered around Mt Sinai and the mountain was covered in 

darkness. 

▪ It is a sign that God is present. 

▪ But the supernatural nature of it is scary, and intentionally so; it is a privilege to dwell with 

the eternal God. 

 

• I have mentioned Solomon a lot, for he is the key player in this passage. 

o But there is an emphasis through here that everyone is present, the whole country. 

o All their elders and representatives take part in the official part of proceedings, as v1 says. 

o But they are all there, as we see in v2, 5, 14 and more. 

o This is for everyone. This temple is how everyone is to approach God, not just the king or the 

important people. 

 

• The temple is called God’s house, yes, but that language can be misleading. 

o Look at v16 with me. Solomon calls the temple a house where God’s name dwells. 

▪ Not God himself; his name. 

▪ It is not as if God is contained in this house, however large and beautiful it is. 

▪ We must not think of the temple as being where God is, while outside the temple, he has less 

power or is less present. 

▪ Look at v27; Solomon knows this. 

▪ “Heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have 

built!” 

▪ If the temple restricted God, then people would control God; no, the temple is a sign of God’s 

presence, not a container God is stuck inside. 

 

• The temple is the focus of the prayers all through this passage. 

o The symbolism is that prayer is to God. 

o You access God where he decides, in the place he chooses his name to dwell. 

o The worship of God was centred at the temple, in the sacrifices, and that was also where prayers were 

focussed. 

 

• Today, we don’t have a temple anymore. It doesn’t exist. Solomon’s temple was destroyed in 587BC, and the 

rebuilt temple was destroyed in 70AD. 

o But that doesn’t matter, for the building was a symbol, it pointed to something greater. 

▪ God wasn’t killed when his temple was destroyed! 

▪ The temple was never intended to be permanent; it was to point forward to something greater. 

o Of course, that something greater is Jesus. 

▪ Jesus himself compared his body to the temple on a few occasions, promising that the temple 

would be destroyed and be rebuilt in 3 days (John 2). 

o How is Jesus like this beautiful golden building? 

o In a few important ways. 

o Jesus is God with us, Immanuel, God present among his people in a real sense, not symbolic like the 

temple. 

▪ And now, Jesus is present in us by the Holy Spirit. 

▪ We have God dwelling in us if we trust in Jesus. 

▪ The church together is also described as a temple, being built together into the great people 

God is calling to himself. 

▪ It will end as Revelation 21 describes; we are all part of God’s great building project, more 

precious than the best golden building. 
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o But Jesus is also the sacrifice that gives us access to God, the once for all sacrifice that means our sins 

are covered forever. 

▪ Remember that having God among us is risky. 

• By ourselves, we cannot stand in God’s presence. 

• We only face judgement for our sin. 

• But God himself made our relationship possible. 

• Not ultimately by a building and separation and a priesthood, but by paying the price 

for our sin. 

• Jesus paid the price in our place on the cross. 

• God fixed our problem not with countless sacrifices, but with one Sacrifice worth a 

countless amount. 

 

• The result of this is that we can pray to God anywhere through Jesus. 

o That is why we finish prayers with “in Jesus’ name”. 

o You don’t need to be at a holy place or in the presence of some holy person; you can speak to the 

great God, the God who hates sin, because Jesus has made it possible. 

 

• Do you realise the privilege we have, to have God with us, to have a connection to God the Father through 

Jesus Christ? 

o Prayer is a privilege. A gift. 

o The obvious application here is that we should use it more! 

o Jesus’ death made our prayers possible. Our approach to God possible. 

o It was bought at an incredible price. 

o So don’t ignore the gift God has given! 

o It is easy to move through life praying little; even for Christians. 

o But that means we don’t value our connection with God that Jesus won. 

o It is like a son never speaking to their father. 

o If we don’t speak to God, we don’t value the relationship. 

o And this relationship is worth more than you can ever imagine. Use it! 

 

• I do need to say something here about church buildings. 

o I know we haven’t seen ours for a while, but we will soon, I pray. 

o Some call the church building the ‘sanctuary’, or use temple-like language like saying we have 

gathered in this holy place to worship you. 

o That is unhelpful and puts the wrong idea in our mind. 

o Jesus is the true temple. The church building is just a building. 

o What makes a church gathering special is the people; we together are God’s temple because of Jesus. 

o Your prayers are not heard more if you are in a church building. 

o And I am not a priest that can connect you with God. 

o Jesus enables prayer and connects you with God, not me, not a building. 

o So when you pray in your house, God hears you. 

o When you pray while driving, God hears you. 

o Church buildings can be useful, but don’t give them some importance the Bible doesn’t give them. 

o They are a great blessing for the people to meet in and reach the world from, but it is Jesus who is the 

temple. 

 

TRANSITION As I mentioned before, much of 1 Kings 8 is a prayer. It is motivated by the faithfulness of God: 

 

2. Knowing God’s faithfulness should lead us to prayer 

 

• We love to sing of God’s faithfulness, like in the classic hymn ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’. 

o What does ‘faithfulness’ mean? It means God does what he says he will do. 
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o You don’t always do this, and neither do I. 

o But God is unique here. He is entirely reliable. 

o This has been a major theme through Solomon’s reign thus far, and this passage is the pinnacle of 

this. 

o If you have read the OT that comes before 1 Kings 8, you cannot help but hear the familiar language 

and see connections all through this passage. 

 

• For example, look at v15 with me. 

o Solomon blesses God for keeping his promise to David in 2 Samuel 7. 

o The fact that God’s name is now dwelling in a permanent location was foreshadowed in many 

passages in Deuteronomy. 

o We have already seen that the gathering around God’s presence was like Mt Sinai in Exodus 20, and 

the glory cloud was like the completion of the tabernacle late in Exodus. 

o These promises are fulfilled in King Solomon and the establishment of the temple; the word fulfilled 

turns up in v15, 20 and 24 and 20, with other references to the covenant through this whole section. 

o God has been making promises about this for a very long time, and here they are coming true. Great is 

his faithfulness! 

 

• This leads Solomon to pray from v23. 

o The prayer is long, but for now, let’s look at the way Solomon starts. 

o It is enlightening and very helpful as we think about our prayers. 

 

• The basis for Solomon’s prayer is in v23-24. 

o After recounting how faithful God has been, and how many promises he has fulfilled, Solomon goes 

on to ask God to keep other promises he has made. 

o The logic is clear: God, you kept these promises, now keep these other ones. 

o As you are faithful, I can pray with confidence, knowing you will answer. 

o Solomon asks God to give him a dynasty, a family line of kings, something promised in 2 Samuel 7.  

o It is a promise God answered, ultimately leading to Jesus. 

 

• Let’s think about that for a moment. 

o This has a fundamental principle for us that is very practical. 

o The principle is that God’s faithfulness means he will always do what he promises to do. 

o Always. 

o So, when we pray, we should ask him to do what he has promised. 

o Ask for perseverance in times of temptation and trial. 

o Ask for the church, local and worldwide, to grow and strengthen. 

o Ask for wisdom, as James instructs. 

o Ask for Jesus to come back! 

o God has promised all these things, so asking God for them means we are praying in line with God’s 

will for the world. 

o We should pray for them. 

 

• Often, we are disappointed with God because he hasn’t given us what we asked for, but he hasn’t promised to 

give us everything. 

o He promises daily bread, not daily feasts. 

o He promises perseverance, not constant ease. 

o He doesn’t promise we will pass that test or never get sick. 

o Don’t be upset with God for not doing what he has not promised. 

o Know your Bible and pray in line with it. 

o This is one reason why it is so helpful to combine Bible reading and prayer. 

▪ The things that come up in your Bible reading are perfect to pray about. 

▪ If we separate prayer and Bible reading, we can end up just praying for what we want, with 

no consideration for what God wants. 



6 
 

 

• God’s faithfulness to his promises led to Jesus being born, living a perfect life, and dying on the cross for you 

and me. 

o We pray in Jesus’ name for a reason. 

o Faithfulness means we can pray to God. 

o And here, in 1 Kings 8, it is Solomon, the chosen king, praying on behalf of the people of God. 

o We have the risen Jesus, at the right hand of God, interceding on our behalf! 

o Use the privilege of prayer. Use it often. And use it with confidence. 

o Even though you don’t have a tremendous golden building, you have something better. 

 

TRANSITION The body of Solomon’s prayer looks forwards: 

 

3. Trusting God’s grace means great future hope 

 

• The bulk of Solomon’s prayer, from v31-51, has seven sections to it. 

o Seven is the number of completeness in the Bible; these are representative of all types of prayer. 

o All of these seven sections anticipate something that will happen in the future. 

o Each of them follows a similar pattern. 

o Let’s pick one to look at it; we’ll look at v35-36. 

o Solomon anticipates a time in the future when the people will sin before their God. In response and 

judgement, God will withhold rain from them. 

o If they repent of their sin and turn to God, and pray for help, Solomon asks God to hear them and 

forgive them and grant them rain. 

o The pattern in all of these 7 is similar. 

o There will come a time when the people sin in all kinds of ways. 

o When that happens, even amid God judging them with drought or foreign invasions or lost battles, 

Solomon asks God to forgive them. 

o They will need to repent, to turn from their sin, and to trust in God to save them. 

o When that happens, the king asks that God be forgiving and listen and act. 

 

• We’re not going to look at all the detail here, but there are big things to draw from this principle. 

o We have seen this pattern before, the pattern of sin and repentance and forgiveness. 

▪ It is the pattern of the people in the wilderness in Exodus and Numbers. 

▪ It is the pattern we saw over and over again in the book of Judges. 

▪ God’s people will sin, and God has a long history of forgiveness. 

o Also, the language here is not new. 

▪ As you read this prayer, much of it will sound familiar if you know your OT. 

▪ As Dale Ralph Davis points out, Solomon is basically praying the Pentateuch here! 

▪ Much of the content of his prayers are from the blessing and curses passages from the end of 

Deuteronomy. 

▪ It is what we saw earlier; Solomon is praying God’s promises. 

▪ He is asking God to do what he already promised. 

▪ He knows what God is like and is praying in line with that, asking God to be true to his 

nature, to do what he promised to do. 

 

• One of the seven prayers especially catches our attention; it is in v41-43. 

o Look at those verses with me. 

o In these verses, Solomon asks God to listen to the prayers of foreigners and do what they ask for! 

o That is something we might not have expected. Isn’t God the God of Israel? 

o Well, yes, but ever since Abraham, the people were blessed in order to be a blessing to the whole 

world. 

o God’s kindness was never intended to be limited to Israel. 

o Anyone who came to pray would be listened to. 
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o This anticipates what we have now in our multiethnic church! People from all countries praying to 

God together. 

o And it looks forward to heaven when this shall be true on a much larger scale. 

 

• You might wonder why God would be so forgiving. 

o After all, these prayers assume that the people will sin and be under God’s anger. 

o Why should God, in that situation, forgive them at all? 

o Why not just let his anger burn against them and destroy them? 

o We are told a reason here. 

o The aim of God’s forgiveness is that people may know God and his reputation might grow. 

▪ We see that in v43; when God answers foreigners their prayers, other nations may know 

God’s name and fear Him. 

▪ It’s also true for people in Israel, as v40 points out. 

▪ God will be known as a God who keeps his promises and forgives, even when he doesn’t 

need to. 

▪ He is a faithful God, a God whose faithfulness is not thwarted by the sin of his people. 

▪ In all this, God’s reputation will grow among the people of the world. 

o Or, as we might say, Hallowed be your name. 

▪ God’s name will be hallowed, or exalted, seen as important. 

 

• All of Solomon’s prayers in 1 Kings 8 assume that God’s people will sin and be under God’s anger. That’s 

realistic.  

o That’s what people are like. 

o God knows we are sinners, and he makes provision for that. 

o In the temple and the sacrifices and prayers of confession, God can listen and heal. 

o This forgiveness is not cheap or easy. 

o Sin is still punished, notice. 

▪ Even in these prayers, we see that God will punish sin with foreign conquests, droughts and 

more. 

o Sin is never ignored, but it is dealt with by God. 

o To obtain forgiveness, God requires repentance and faith from his people. 

o And if that is present, God, through his presence among his people, will forgive them and call them to 

live a faithful life. 

 

• Sound familiar? It’s the gospel.  

o Think about it. 

o We are all sinful people, people under the anger and judgement of God. 

o We suffer part of the consequences now, in this life, the results of our sinful decisions. 

o But there is more to come, an ultimate reckoning, under which we would not stand. 

o God would be within his rights to just destroy us. 

o But God is more merciful than that. 

o He calls for us to repent and pray to him, trusting that he can save us from our sin and terrible 

decisions and rebellion. 

o He even enables us to have repentance and faith by His Spirit; we cannot even do that by ourselves, 

and God makes it possible. 

o And God doesn’t ignore our sin; he dealt with it through the death of Jesus in our place. 

o Because of this, we can be reinstated, called to live as God’s people, people who are forgiven much 

and love much in return. 

 

• If you have never repented of your sin and come to Jesus, you should do it now, today. 

o If you are afraid that God won’t accept you, know that God is fully aware of your sin, and doesn’t 

expect you to be perfect to be his child. 

o He just wants you to repent and believe. 

o It is not your life that will pay for your sin; it is the death of Jesus in your place. 
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• This also has significant implications for Christians. 

• We are also confident about the future, even though we know we will sin. 

o We know that God is forgiving and that even if we are stuck in sin, it is not the end. 

o Don’t mishear this. 

o Don’t take sin lightly! It is a terrible thing that deserves God’s anger. 

o But know God is forgiving, and God has paid the cost to pay for it. 

o Don’t be overwhelmed by your sin; know that God has paid the price to pay for whatever your sin 

might be. 

 

TRANSITION Which brings us to the last point, the feast: 

 

4. Knowing God should lead to worship and joy together 

 

• Solomon was standing, but he started to kneel at one point as we read in v54. 

o In his final blessing, again we see the richness of the OT shine through. 

o He mentions Moses in v56, for he has been praying Moses’ words essentially in the previous prayer. 

o He uses the language of Joshua too, asking that God not leave us or forsake us. 

o There is a call to obedience and faithfulness; not to trust in cheap grace.  

▪ We are not to forget that God’s forgiveness is a costly gift. 

o Obedience to God, we are told in v61, is a matter of the heart. 

▪ It is not about ticking the right boxes, doing the right religious things, and then moving on 

with our lives. 

▪ No, it is deeper, down to what we want, what we think, our dreams and aspirations and 

desires. 

 

• How do the people respond to all of this? With a large number of offerings, as v62-63 describe. 

o These are peace offerings, not required ones. 

o These were not to pay for sin but to celebrate the relationship between God and his people. 

o The animals were sacrificed, the fat was burnt up, but the people got to share in the meat.  

o Meat was a luxury; now they ate like kings for a whole week! 

o The burnt offerings were too many for the altar, so they needed to use the whole court, as we read in 

v64.  

o The smell must have been incredible! A massive BBQ! 

 

• Our passage ends in v66 with a summary of how the people felt as they left. 

o They blessed the king and went to their homes joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the 

LORD had shown to David his servant and to Israel his people. 

o This is a picture of joy in worship. They were glad they came! 

o They left satisfied and glad of heart. God is good, and they know it. 

 

• John Woodhouse, in his commentary, makes the point that having church together is the most significant thing 

you do in any given week. 

o Do you agree? 

o Yes, it’s a pain at times, yes, it is not ideal right now with the online services. 

o Maybe there were those watching in 1 Kings 8 that were bored at the long prayer and how long the 

meat took to cook. 

o Perhaps some church services you are frustrated at the time taken for the LS or the service going 

longer than you’d like. 

o But do you see the wonder of it? 

o We worship God, the one who is with us, the one who is faithful, the one who is gracious and 

forgiving to us. 
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o Worship of this God, helping others understand how great God is, recounting his blessing and 

promises: there is nothing more important than that! 

o Never forget how vital worship of God is. 

o Being a Christian, at its heart, is about worship. It’s not about what we do; it is saying thank you for 

what Jesus has already done. 

o Times like worship with your family matter incredibly, and gathering with the whole church and 

praying with your Bible Study group are magnificent opportunities. 

 

• Yes, even now, you can be joyful and glad of heart because our God is faithful and good. 

o He is with us in Jesus and by the Spirit, he offers hope even to desperate sinners, and it is right to 

celebrate all that has been done for us. 

o How wonderful! 

 

 

 

 


